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The University of Cape Town (UCT), in partnership with the Mastercard Foundation, provides 
scholarships and comprehensive support to academically talented young people who face 
significant social and economic barriers to accessing higher education. The Mastercard 
Foundation Scholars Program is available to students applying for their first bachelor’s degree, 
or for an eligible postgraduate diploma, honours degree or master’s degree at UCT. 

The Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program is more than a scholarship, it’s a community. 
It enables young people to pursue a world-class education, develop their leadership potential 
and build the skills needed to succeed in the world of work and make a meaningful contribution 
to their communities. 

Comprehensive support and development 

Successful applicants receive comprehensive support for the full duration of their chosen 
programme of study. Support is renewed annually, subject to satisfactory academic 
performance and personal conduct, as well as participation in the development programmes 
and activities that form part of the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program at UCT. Financial 
support covers tuition fees, a laptop, accommodation on UCT’s campuses, living expenses, 
medical aid, a study visa where applicable, and annual travel to and from UCT. 

Mastercard Foundation Scholars also benefit from academic support and mentoring, 
leadership development, career readiness and entrepreneurship development, internships, 
community-engagement opportunities and access to the Mastercard Foundation Scholars 
Program Alumni Network. 

Eligibility 

Applicants should: 

• Be a citizen of an African country, including South Africa; 
• Be applying for their first bachelor’s degree or an eligible taught postgraduate 

programme at UCT including:  
o a postgraduate diploma offered by the Faculty of Health Sciences;  
o an honours degree offered by any of UCT’s six faculties; or 
o a coursework master’s programme offered by any of UCT’s six faculties; 

• Demonstrate academic talent and a commitment to excellence; 
• Face significant social and economic barriers to accessing higher education; 
• Demonstrate potential for transformative and ethical leadership; and 
• Be committed to serving their communities and contributing to positive change. 

 

Applications are particularly encouraged from young women, young people living with 
disabilities, refugees, forcibly displaced young people and those whose access to education 
has been limited by social and economic barriers. 

The Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program does not provide support for part-time study or 
research-only qualifications, including master’s degrees by dissertation and PhD programmes. 

https://uct.ac.za/mastercardfdn


Study opportunities are available across the following faculties: Commerce, Engineering & the 
Built Environment, Health Sciences, Humanities, Law and Science.  

Students admitted to the Integrated Master’s Programme through the Africa Climate 
Collaborative and the Healthy Futures South Africa (HFSA) via the Africa Health Collaborative 
are eligible for the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program. 

 

Selection criteria 

Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program applicants should: 

- Demonstrate academic talent and a strong commitment to learning. 

- Face significant financial barriers to accessing higher education. 

- Be committed to contributing to their communities through the skills and knowledge they 
acquire. 

- Demonstrate potential for transformative and ethical leadership. 

How to apply 

Applying for academic admission to UCT and applying for the Mastercard Foundation Scholars 
Program are two separate processes. Applicants must first submit an academic application to 
UCT at https://applyonline.uct.ac.za and then complete a separate Mastercard Foundation 
Scholars Program application at https://www.uct.ac.za/mastercardfdn. 

 
Undergraduate applications for the 2027 intake are closed, while postgraduate applications at 
UCT remain open. Applicants should consult the relevant UCT faculty for programme-specific 
admission requirements and application deadlines. 
 
Applicants who have already submitted an application for an undergraduate bachelor’s degree 
at UCT may apply for the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program, provided they meet all 
the eligibility requirements outlined above. 
Only applicants who receive an offer of admission to UCT will be eligible for the Mastercard 
Foundation Scholars Program. 
 
 
Application Deadlines:  
For applicants to a UCT bachelor’s degree, the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program 
application deadline is 30 September 2026. 

For applicants to an eligible postgraduate diploma in the Faculty of Health Sciences or an 
honours degree or master’s programme at UCT, the Mastercard Foundation Scholars 
Program application deadline is 31 October 2026.  

For more information about the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program, eligibility criteria 
and application process, please visit https://www.uct.ac.za/mastercardfdn or email: 
info_mfsp@uct.ac.za 
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