
The Leadership Launchpad is a first-year leadership
development programme that invites you to explore what it
means to lead, beyond the lecture hall, beyond expectations

and in ways that feel authentic to the individual.

Through the programme, students explore diverse pathways to
leadership, from art and activism to financial literacy, spirituality

and sustainability. Across eight engaging sessions, students
take part in workshops, excursions, and thought-provoking

discussions designed specifically for students who are new to
university life.

LEADERSHIP LAUNCH PAD 2026

uctlead@uct.ac.za (+27) 21 650 3537 UCT Leadership Academy, Level 7, Steve Biko
Students’ Union Building, 
Upper Campus, University of Cape Town.

Date

Format

Time

Programme Overview:

July 30 - September 3,
2026

17h00 - 19h00

In-Person
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Format

Time

Date Session/ Topic Speaker Venue

July 30, 2026

* August 1, 2026

August 6, 2026

17h00 - 19h00

Introduction to
Leadership Launch Pad UCT LEAD TEAM

Design Thinking

*Time 10h00 - 15h00

The Hasso Plattner School
﻿of Design Thinking

Capacity Building
Pathway

SNAPE 3B TEACHING
Studio

August 13, 2026 Leadership in Social
Responsiveness

Sibongile Rwayi

August 20, 2026 Branding Yourself For
Your Future Career

Safia Lagerdein

August 27, 2026 Environmental Awareness Dr Nikiwe Solomon

August 29, 2026 Kirstenbosch Excursion

September 3, 
2026

Mental Health &
Wellbeing

Enkosi Simelane

** September 3, 
2026

Leadership & Spirituality
(Closing Ceremony)﻿ Mr Pura Mgolombane

**Time 19h00 - 20h00

SNAPE 3B TEACHING
Studio

SNAPE 3B TEACHING
Studio

SNAPE 3B TEACHING
Studio

SNAPE 3B TEACHING
Studio

SNAPE 3B TEACHING
Studio

Richard Luyt

TBC

TBC

In-Person
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