
 

14 September 2026 

Manuel and Sachs among speakers at UCT hosted African 

Inequality Review launch 

15 September 2026 | 16:30-17-30 SAST/CAT | Protea Hotel by Marriott, Waterfront 

Breakwater Lodge | Livestream 

The University of Cape Town (UCT) will co-host a high-level gathering of policy stewards 

and research experts to take stock of what African policy leaders need from inequality 

research on Tuesday, 15 September 2026 at the Protea Hotel by Marriott, Waterfront 

Breakwater Lodge, Cape Town. 

Former South African Minister of Finance, Trevor Manuel and economic adviser to the 

President of South Africa, Michael Sachs, will be among the speakers at the event. 

The African Inequality Review (AIR) is jointly led by the African Centre of Excellence for 

Inequality Research at UCT, the International Inequalities Institute at the London School of 

Economics, the United Nations University World Institute for Development Economics 

Research and the World Bank. 

The event serves as the African launch of a multi-country research initiative to advance 

knowledge on inequality and inclusive development across Africa. 

The livestreamed launch brings together senior policymakers with AIR researchers for a 

policy roundtable structured around the question: “What do African policy leaders need from 

inequality research now?” 

The evening moves from opening remarks into a moderated panel discussion, then opens 

the floor to a wider discussion, with the aim of surfacing the research priorities AIR's expert 

panel will take forward. 

Other speakers include former Executive Secretary of the United Nations (UN) Economic 

Commission for Africa, Professor Carlos Lopes; Deputy Executive Secretary and Chief 

Economist of the UN Economic Commission for Africa and a member of the G20 Africa 

Expert Panel established under South Africa's G20 presidency, Dr Hanan Morsy; Director of 

the UN University World Institute for Development Economics Research, Professor Patricia 

Justino; and Chief Economist, Africa, World Bank, Dr Andrew Dabalen. 

 Livestream.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/zDRC7OmvlsI
https://air.wider.unu.edu/
https://aceir.uct.ac.za/
https://aceir.uct.ac.za/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/international-inequalities
https://www.lse.ac.uk/international-inequalities
https://www.wider.unu.edu/about
https://www.wider.unu.edu/about
https://www.youtube.com/live/zDRC7OmvlsI


 Register for the event. 
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