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UCT lecture to offer new perspectives on the forces behind 

Rome’s Mediterranean empire 
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Rome may have become one of history’s most powerful empires, but it did not build its 

Mediterranean empire alone. Its success depended heavily on a network of Italian allies 

whose soldiers and resources helped Rome expand its power across the ancient world. 

This will be the central focus of University of Cape Town (UCT) Professor Roman Roth's 

inaugural lecture, "Fighting for Mediterranean Empire: Rome and Her Italian Allies, 200–91 

BCE", on Wednesday, 2 September 2026 at 18:00 SAST in Kramer Lecture Theatre 2, 

Kramer Law Building, middle campus. 



By examining the relationship between Rome and these allied states, Professor Roth will 

offer new perspectives on the forces that shaped one of history's most influential empires 

and highlight the important role that seemingly lesser-known actors can play in shaping 

global history.  

Roth is a professor in the Classics Section of the School of Languages and Literatures at 
UCT. He is an internationally recognised historian of ancient Italy, his research focuses on 

the history and material culture of the Roman Republic. 
 
He has held prestigious fellowships from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the 

Institute of Classical Studies at the University of London. His publications include the 
acclaimed monograph Styling Romanisation and several edited scholarly volumes. His 
inaugural lecture draws on research for his forthcoming book, The First Roman Empire: 

Frontiers, Foundations and the Transformation of Italy, 450–91 BCE. 
 

 Members of the media wishing to attend the lecture are requested to RSVP via email. 
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