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UCT professor calls for pedagogy rethink in the age of AI 
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The University of Cape Town’s (UCT) Professor Joanne Hardman will examine how education 

must respond to the profound challenges posed by generative artificial intelligence and 

changing approaches to learning in her upcoming UCT Inaugural Lecture.  

The lecture will be held on Wednesday, 19 August 2026 at 18:00 SAST in Lecture Theatre 1, 

Neville Alexander Building, lower campus. 



Professor Hardman’s lecture is titled “From rote to revolution: Reimagining pedagogy for 

schooling in crisis”. Drawing on Cultural-Historical Activity Theory, she will argue that 

traditional models of schooling prioritise curriculum coverage over genuine developmental 

learning. She will propose an alternative model of pedagogy that develops critical reasoning 

and equips learners to address complex global challenges such as climate change, inequality 

and social injustice. 

“I have a deep interest in understanding how teaching leads to cognitive development and 

have spent my academic career studying this question in schools and in higher educational 

settings. Trying to understand how we come to learn something that was previously foreign 

to us has led me to focus my research on teaching as a developmental tool.  

“This lecture sets out to trace my journey from an initial understanding of development 

through learning as very narrowly biological to an understanding of learning as predicated 

on the cultural, historical and social context we develop in,” she said.  

Hardman is a professor of educational psychology at UCT’s School of Education and a 
research fellow at the University of Bristol. Her research has made significant contributions 
to understanding teaching and learning through Cultural-Historical Activity Theory.  
 
She has authored more than 55 scholarly publications and several widely used textbooks, 

and her work has influenced teacher education and educational psychology across South 

Africa. She is also recognised for her excellence in teaching, having received both the UCT 

Distinguished Teacher Award and a national Higher Education Learning and Teaching 

Association of South Africa commendation. 

 Members of the media wishing to attend the lecture are requested to RSVP via email. 
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