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UCT in partnership to launch All-Africa Rankings Initiative

The University of Cape Town (UCT) and Applied Higher Education (AppliedHE) have
partnered to launch the All-Africa Rankings Initiative, a continental collaboration that will
bring together universities and higher education stakeholders to co-create an African-
informed framework for recognising institutional excellence.

o Read the full communication by the UCT Vice-Chancellor, Professor Mosa
Moshabela.
e Listen to a short audio clip by the university’s spokesperson, Elijah Moholola.

Universities and higher education stakeholders from across the continent have been invited
to participate in the inaugural All-Africa Higher Education Xchange, which will be co-hosted
in Cape Town from 31 August to 1 September 2026. The gathering will mark the first phase
of a long-term co-creation process that will shape the initiative's principles, methodology
and future direction.

The landmark initiative represents a significant shift in how university rankings are
conceived as it starts with dialogue, consultation and collaboration, asking a fundamental
question: What should excellence in African fourth-generation universities look like in the
21° century?

UCT Vice-Chancellor Professor Mosa Moshabela said the answer must emerge from a
collective African conversation.

“No single university, organisation or country can define what excellence should look like. Its
strength will come from the collective wisdom, experiences and leadership of universities
working together to shape a shared vision for the future,” he said.

Rather than producing an immediate ranking, the initiative will facilitate dialogue and
collaborative design to identify the dimensions of excellence that matter most within African
higher education while remaining aligned with international standards of quality and
academic excellence.


https://www.news.uct.ac.za/article/-2026-08-04-a-landmark-opportunity-for-university-rankings-in-africa
https://www.news.uct.ac.za/article/-2026-08-04-a-landmark-opportunity-for-university-rankings-in-africa
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kAzOhSiFLC5N_j40LkyKwuUrfuLO6i48/view?usp=sharing

Through the initiative, the consultation process will investigate how excellence might be
recognised through measures that reflect African priorities. These include innovation and
entrepreneurship, graduate employability, societal and economic impact, contributions to
public policy, digital transformation and artificial intelligence, transformation and inclusion,
international and African partnerships, and the preservation and advancement of African
knowledge systems.

Professor Moshabela emphasised that the initiative is not intended to replace existing global
university rankings.

“This initiative is not about replacing existing rankings, nor is it about creating different
standards for Africa. Rather, it is about helping shape globally benchmarked measures that
are also contextually relevant, while ensuring African perspectives contribute meaningfully to
the future evolution of higher education worldwide.”

He said universities are increasingly expected to do more than produce excellent research
and graduates.

“We believe that the universities with the greatest impact in the decades ahead will be those
that combine academic excellence with societal relevance; global engagement with local
responsiveness; innovation with inclusion; entrepreneurial thinking with sustainable
development; and knowledge creation with human flourishing.”

The initiative reflects UCT's commitment to advancing African scholarship, strengthening
continental partnerships and contributing to the transformation of higher education through
collaborative leadership.

Professor Moshabela called on universities across Africa to join the initiative.

“Our objective is not simply to determine who ranks first. It is to ask a far more important
question: What kind of university does Africa need for tomorrow, and how do we measure
what matters most?

“Together, we can help define how African universities are recognised, measured and
celebrated, and, in doing so, write the next chapter of African higher education.”
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