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UCT professor explores crypto and the future of taxation 
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University of Cape Town’s (UCT) Professor Shaun Parsons, professor of taxation and head of 
the tax section in the College of Accounting, will present his inaugural lecture, "Technology 
and challenges to tax norms in the 21st Century: Crypto-assets and beyond", on Thursday, 
13 August 2026 at 17:00 SAST in the Mafeje Room, Bremner Building, lower campus. 
 
The emergence of crypto-assets has challenged tax systems built on principles that have 
remained largely unchanged for more than a century.  
 
In this lecture, Professor Parsons will explore how digital technologies have reshaped 
domestic and international taxation, examining the practical and theoretical challenges 
posed by crypto-assets and what they reveal about taxation in an increasingly digital and 
borderless world. 

https://commerce.uct.ac.za/college-accounting?utm_source=mailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CMD+Bulk+Communication&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fcommerce.uct.ac.za%2Fcollege-accounting
https://www.news.uct.ac.za/images/userfiles/downloads/media/CV%20-%20S%20Parsons%20%20June%202026.pdf


 
Parsons said the taxation of crypto assets has been his main research area for more than 10 
years. “It is both a fertile topic for academic inquiry in its own right and a test case for the 
principles of tax policy design in a world very different from the one in which they were 
formulated.  
 
“In this lecture, I will present an introduction to crypto assets, highlight the underlying 
causes of tax complexity, outline some of the tax policy responses to date, and consider 
implications for the future of tax policy in a digitalised world,” said Parsons, who is also 
coordinator of the college's scholarship portfolio.  
 
Proclaimed as “a system for electronic transactions without relying on trust”, the original 
crypto asset, Bitcoin, is “the monetary experiment of our time”. Comprising pseudonymous 
transactions on decentralised blockchains located largely outside the traditional financial 
system's regulatory framework, crypto assets have posed both theoretical and practical 
challenges for tax policymakers. 
 
The lecture will ponder if it has indeed proven difficult to apply traditional principles and 
precepts of taxation to crypto assets, and if so, why? How have both the complexities and 
the responses developed since the emergence of Bitcoin in 2009? And what can we learn 
about our tax systems as they continue to grapple with a rapidly-increasingly digitalised and 
borderless world? 
 
A Chartered Accountant (South Africa) and registered tax practitioner, Parsons’ research 
focuses on the interaction between emerging technologies and tax systems, including 
crypto-assets, decentralised finance, artificial intelligence and cross-border remote work. His 
work has been published in leading international tax journals, and he is an active contributor 
to global debates on international taxation. 
 

 Members of the media wishing to attend the lecture are requested to RSVP. 
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