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4 August 2026

Water under or over the bridge? UCT lecture to unpack trade-
offs in climate adaptation

Prof Gina Ziervogel Photo: Supplied

Using water, particularly drought and flooding, as a lens, University of Cape Town (UCT)
Professor Gina Ziervogel will examine how climate adaptation is shaped by governance,
competing development priorities, power and capacity during her inaugural lecture on
Wednesday, 12 August 2026 at 18:00 SAST in Lecture Theatre 1, Neville Alexander Building,

lower campus.



https://science.uct.ac.za/department-egs/staff-academic-staff/assoc-prof-gina-ziervogel

The lecture will address the topic, "Water under or over the bridge? Governing trade-offs in
climate adaptation”. It will trace a journey from understanding vulnerability to climate
change in Southern Africa to exploring what is needed for more just and transformative
adaptation responses.

Professor Ziervogel's lecture will also highlight how acknowledging these trade-offs can help
build more collaborative, equitable and transformative responses to climate change.

Ziervogel, director of the African Climate and Development Initiative (ACDI) and professor in
the Department of Environmental and Geographical Science at UCT, is an internationally
recognised expert on climate change adaptation, urban governance and resilience.

Her work bridges research, policy and practice to strengthen climate resilience across Africa.
She served as a lead author on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Sixth
Assessment Report and has received numerous honours, including UCT's Social
Responsiveness Award and the South African Young Woman in Science Award.
e Members of the media wishing to attend the lecture are requested to RSVP via email.
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