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UCT and WCG strengthen partnership to drive innovation and
public sector excellence

The University of Cape Town (UCT) and the Western Cape Government (WCG) have
reaffirmed their long-standing partnership through the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) that will deepen collaboration in research, innovation, skills
development and public sector capacity building.

The renewed agreement builds on a collaboration that began with the Applied Complexity
Science course, a UCT-certificated short course developed to equip WCG employees with the
tools needed to address increasingly complex public policy challenges.

Since the programme’s launch, more than 300 government officials have successfully
completed the course, with 11 others planning to enrol for their master’s degrees at UCT.

UCT Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Teaching and Learning, Professor Brandon Collier-Reed,
described the agreement as more than an administrative milestone.

“This MoU is a reaffirmation of a partnership that has already demonstrated meaningful
impact and a commitment to deepen that impact in the years ahead. It reflects our shared
belief that universities and government can work together to develop solutions that
strengthen public institutions and improve the lives of citizens,” he said.

Western Cape Minister of Infrastructure Tertuis Simmers said that the concept of
partnerships is firmly embedded in his five ministerial priorities.

“Big societal challenges cannot be tackled by a single party, like government, alone. They
are best resolved through collaboration and engagement. The partnership we have entered
with UCT moves us closer to our collective goal of fast-tracking infrastructure delivery and
effecting meaningful change in the lives of our citizens.”

The signing of the MoU marks a significant step in strengthening the relationship between
higher education and government, demonstrating how collaborative partnerships can
generate innovative solutions to complex societal and economic challenges.



The collaboration will focus on several strategic priorities, including strengthening public
sector leadership and governance, advancing professional development through accredited
short courses and micro-credentials, promoting lifelong learning, supporting infrastructure
innovation, and translating scientific research into practical solutions for public service
delivery.

The agreement also aligns with the ambitions of the Western Cape’s Triple Helix
collaboration, recognising the important role that partnerships between government,
universities and industry play in driving sustainable economic development and realising the
province's Vision 2050.

Professor Collier-Reed reaffirmed UCT’s commitment to remaining a long-term partner in
building leadership, skills and institutional capacity across the Western Cape.

“These commitments are grounded in what we have already built together. They reflect a
shared understanding that partnerships of this kind require sustained investment, mutual
accountability and genuine goodwill.

“UCT looks forward to this next chapter of collaboration and to continuing to build on what
this partnership has already achieved.”

Under the agreement, UCT and the Department of Infrastructure will continue to convene
joint knowledge-sharing initiatives, monitor progress annually and produce regular reports to
assess the impact of the partnership.

The renewed partnership underscores a shared vision of leveraging academic excellence,
evidence-based policymaking and collaborative leadership to strengthen public sector

performance and contribute to sustainable economic and social development in the Western
Cape.
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