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UCT lecture to explore how apps shape feeling, visibility and
participation

Prof Tanja Bosch Photo: Supplied

Moving from early work on MXit and Facebook to more recent scholarship on social media,
platform power and app cultures, University of Cape Town (UCT) Professor Tanja Bosch’s
inaugural lecture will explore how platforms function not simply as technologies that
mediate communication, but as affective infrastructures that shape feeling, visibility and
participation.



Professor Bosch will present their inaugural lecture, “Calibrated intimacies: Apps and
decolonial refusal”, on Wednesday, 29 July 2026 at 18:00 SAST in the Mafeje Room,
Bremner Building, lower campus. The lecture traces nearly two decades of research into how
digital power is exercised through ordinary, intimate and mobile practices.

The lecture examines everyday digital life, the soft power of apps and digital citizenship as a
relational and uneven practice before turning to refusal and decoloniality as methods for
understanding and challenging contemporary digital systems. It will include a screening of
the experimental film Coastal, Interrupted; and will be accompanied by RIP MacBook Neo, a
conceptual installation exploring platform mortality.

I chose this framing because it lets me make a single argument across work that has often
been read as separate: that the intimate, the activist, and the infrastructural are not
different fields but the same field of digital power observed at different scales. Apps shape
how we wake, move, desire, grieve, and withdraw, and they do so on terms that remain
deeply uneven across the continent,” said Professor Bosch.

“The timing also matters. The lecture coincides with my taking up the NRF SARChI Chair in
Digital Media Sociology and sets out the conceptual ground for the next phase of that
programme. It also speaks to a moment in which platforms themselves are mortal,
generative Al is reshaping knowledge production, and questions of African digital citizenship
can no longer be folded into northern frameworks. Decolonial refusal names the practice
through which I want to think about what it means to study, participate in, and at times
withhold from these systems on terms set in and from the South.”

Professor Bosch is the National Research Foundation (NRF) SARChI Chair in Digital Media
Sociology and professor of Media Studies and Production in the Centre for Film and Media
Studies. Their research spans digital culture, social media activism, platform power, digital
citizenship, generative artificial intelligence and decolonial approaches to media studies.

Professor Bosch chairs the African Digital Rights Network and serves in several international
scholarly leadership roles. They are the author and editor of numerous influential books and
publications on media, politics and digital life in Africa.
e Members of the media wishing to attend the lecture are requested to RSVP via email.
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