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6 July 2026

Our last drop? UCT brings experts together to rethink urban
water futures

27 July 2026 | 18:00 SAST | Neville Alexander Building, Lecture Theatre 1, lower
campus

The University of Cape Town (UCT) will host the 5th installment of its Collective Conversations
on Science for Society series, titled “Rethinking water and waste in future cities,” on Monday,
27 July 2026 at Neville Alexander Building, Lecture Theatre 1, lower campus.

Hosted by UCT's Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research and Internationalisation, Professor
Thokozani Majozi, the public conversation will bring together leading researchers and experts
to examine how cities can respond to growing pressure on urban water systems through
innovative, sustainable and regenerative approaches.

The series showcases how research contributes to solutions for South Africa's and the
continent's most pressing challenges. It fosters dialogue between academia, policymakers,
industry, civil society and the public on the role of science in shaping resilient and sustainable
societies. In doing so, it advances UCT's Vision 2030, Unleashing Human Potential to Create
a Fair and Just Society, by demonstrating how research and collaboration can help address
complex societal challenges.

As water management systems come under increasing strain from environmental pressures,
urbanisation and climate change, the discussion will explore the interconnected challenges of
water, waste and food systems. Panellists will examine how cities can balance infrastructure
development, environmental protection, public health and economic sustainability while
reimagining urban water systems for the future.

Members of the media are invited and requested to RSVP by Friday, 17 July 2026.
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