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UCT para sport champion receives national honour for
advancing goalball

I
Dr Muya Koloko. Photo: Ruairi Abrahams.

A University of Cape Town (UCT) researcher and para sport advocate has received national
recognition for his outstanding leadership in developing goalball, reinforcing the university's
commitment to advancing inclusion and creating opportunities through sport.

Dr Muya Koloko, a postdoctoral research fellow in disability studies and a founding member
of UCT's ParaSport Club, has been awarded the Kwenejejani Trophy for National Sport Code
Convenor of the Year for Goalball. The accolade was presented by the South African Sports
Association for the Physically Disabled (SASAPD) and Visually Impaired during the opening
ceremony of its annual National Championships held in Stellenbosch recently.



https://health.uct.ac.za/department-dhrs/divisions-disability-studies/about-disability-studies
https://uct.ac.za/oic/uctparasports

SASAPD is South Africa's leading national federation responsible for governing and
promoting parasport for athletes with physical and visual impairments. An affiliate of the
South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee, the federation presents the
award annually to recognise exceptional leadership and service in the development of para
sport.

For Koloko, the honour reflects years of dedication to growing the sport and creating
pathways for athletes to thrive.

"I have been doing my best to contribute meaningfully to goalball and develop the sport
among current and would-be enthusiasts. So, this award is a massive validation for me. The
recognition really means a lot," said Koloko.

Building a stronger future for goalball

Over the past five years, Koloko has played a central role in strengthening goalball in South
Africa. He has served as district goalball convenor, provincial executive sport code convenor,
interim national goalball convenor, coach and referee, helping to shape the sport from
grassroots to national level.

In these leadership roles, he has driven the transformation and development of goalball by
coordinating tournaments, supporting the development of policies and procedures, and
expanding opportunities for athletes, coaches and officials.

His impact is evident in the success of the Western Cape's junior goalball teams, which have
progressed from the lower end of the national rankings to becoming consistent medal
contenders. He has also championed coaching and technical development programmes that
have strengthened the skills of coaches and improved team performance across the
province.

"Honouring the superstar players, coaches and officials I've worked with by reconnecting
South African goalball with the world and getting back onto the international stage has
always been a priority. This award shows that the early ideas are being recognised and
supported and I am immensely grateful for it," he said.

The national recognition celebrates not only Koloko's personal contribution, but also the
growing impact of UCT's commitment to advancing inclusive sport and supporting people
with disabilities to participate, compete and lead.

Story by Niémah Davids, UCT News.
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