
 

30 June 2026 

 

UCT brings global legal leaders together to shape the future of 

constitutional democracy 

 
1-4 July 2026 | 17:00 SAST | Lecture Theatre 1, Wilfred and Jules Kramer Building, 

middle campus 

 
As South Africa marks three decades of constitutional democracy, the University of Cape Town 

(UCT) will host leading judges, legal scholars and practitioners from around the world to 
examine the future of public law and democratic governance.  
 

The Public Law Conference, Public Law and the Future of Constitutional Democracy, scheduled 
for 1 to 4 July 2026 will provide a platform for critical discussions on the opportunities and 
challenges facing constitutional democracies in South Africa and globally. 

 
Hosted by UCT's Faculty of Law in collaboration with the University of the Western Cape, 
Stellenbosch University and the University of Melbourne, the conference brings together 

eminent jurists and academics from Africa, Europe, North America, Asia and Australasia. They 
will explore a range of issues – including judicial independence, constitutional accountability, 
democratic governance, human rights, artificial intelligence, administrative justice and the rule 

of law. Several sessions will also reflect on the evolution of South Africa's constitutional order 
over the past 30 years and the role of public law in safeguarding democracy for the future. 
 

The conference will open with remarks by UCT Vice-Chancellor Professor Mosa Moshabela, 
Dean of Law at UCT Professor Mohamed Paleker and Justice Steven Majiedt of the 
Constitutional Court of South Africa. The opening keynote address, titled "Judicial Leadership 

in a Constitutional Democracy", will be delivered by the Chief Justice of South Africa Mandisa 
Maya.  
 

The programme will also feature keynote addresses and panel discussions involving 
distinguished judicial leaders and legal scholars, including Dunstan Mlambo, Richard 
Goldstone, Mumba Malila, Sheilah Martin, Rabinder Singh, John Dugard and leading academics 
from universities across the globe. 

 
 View the programme. 

 
 

https://law.uct.ac.za/
https://law.uct.ac.za/media/742701


Members of the media are invited and requested to RSVP.  
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