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At a time when technological innovation is reshaping society at unprecedented speed, 
University of Cape Town (UCT) Professor Jantina de Vries will, during her upcoming UCT 
Inaugural Lecture, make the case for ethics as a practical tool for worldmaking, one that can 
help guide scholarship towards more just and inclusive outcomes. 
 
Professor De Vries will present her inaugural lecture, titled “Another world is necessary: 
ethics as a tool for worldmaking”, on Thursday, 25 June 2026 at 18:00 SAST in the 
Neuroscience Institute Auditorium, Groote Schuur Hospital. 
 
Drawing on her work in genomics, artificial intelligence and neuroscience, she will reflect on 
how ethical reflexivity can shape research practices, interrogate whose interests are served, 

https://neuroscience.uct.ac.za/contacts/jantina-de-vries


and address structural inequalities embedded in knowledge production. The lecture will 
frame ethics not only as critique, but as a method for dialogue and collaboration across 
disciplines and beyond the academy. 
 
De Vries is the founding director of the EthicsLab and a professor in the Department of 
Medicine at UCT. Her work focuses on global health ethics, genomics and emerging 
technologies, with an emphasis on equity, data governance and responsible research 
practices. 
 
She leads several major international research initiatives and has contributed to global 
advisory bodies, including the World Health Organization and Médecins Sans Frontières. She 
has published extensively in international journals and is an NRF B2-rated researcher. 
 

 Members of the media wishing to attend the lecture are requested to RSVP via email. 
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