
 

11 June 2026 

UCT invites African architects to design living memorial to 
Nelson Mandela 

The University of Cape Town (UCT) invites members of the media to the launch of the UCT 
Nelson Mandela Memorial Centre and School of Public Governance Architectural Design 

Competition.  
 
The competition will invite architects from across Africa to develop design proposals for the 

proposed Nelson Mandela Memorial Centre and School of Public Governance at UCT, a 
landmark initiative that brings together public leadership education, civic engagement and 
memorialisation. 

 
The broader project, including the memorial centre, academic facilities and associated 
landscape interventions, is expected to have a total development value of approximately 

R600 million. 
 
The competition is endorsed by the South African Institute of Architects and is held in 

partnership with the African Union of Architects. 
 
The project seeks to honour Nelson Mandela's legacy not through a traditional monument, 

but through a competition founded on the belief that the best ideas can come from 
anywhere and anyone, and that places of lasting significance begin with imagination. 
 

Event details: 
Date: Thursday, 18 June 2026 
Time: 11:00–13:30 

Venue: P18 Madiba Circle, Upper Campus, UCT (Part 1) 
           New Lecture Theatre, University Avenue South, UCT (Part 2) 
 

Programme: 
11:00–12:00 
Site visit to the proposed location of the Nelson Mandela Memorial Centre and School of 

Public Governance. 
 
12:15–13:30 
Formal launch of the Architectural Design Competition, including addresses by project 

partners and stakeholders. 



Media opportunities 
Interview opportunities will be available with representatives of the project partners and 

members of the Architectural Design Competition jury. 
Photo and video opportunities will include the site visit, the official launch proceedings, 
project stakeholders and members of the competition jury. 

 
Media RSVP 
Media wishing to attend are requested to RSVP by Wednesday, 17 June 2026. 
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