
The Research Offi ce has launched 
an innovative, university-wide 

programme to promote research 
capacity, as part of a Carnegie-funded 
project to further institutional trans-
formation. 

Under the banner Programme for 
Enhancement of Research Capacity 
(PERC), the broad aim is to stimu-
late research that will produce new 
knowledge that is pertinent to the 
university’s position in South Africa, 
the continent, and the world.

The three-year pilot project will 
build on the work of the Emerging 
Researchers Programme. Importantly, 
it will also promote locally-grown 
knowledge paradigms that will 
ultimately shift scholarship from 
Eurocentric to African models, while 
recognising that African experiences 
are multiple in different parts of the 
continent and the Diaspora. 

As such, the project is linked to 
three of Vice-Chancellor Dr Max 
Price’s seven strategic objectives, 
namely transformation, research and 
Afropolitanism.

“Tied as we are to the theoretical 
and cultural voice of the north, many 
of our researchers doubt the value of 
what they do,” said deputy vice-
chancellor for research, Professor 
Danie Visser.

“This is a colonial and an apart-
heid complex. There is probably no 
greater block to the production of 
appropriate, cutting-edge research on 
the continent than this self-induced 
censorship.”

First call for grants
The Research Offi ce has launched 

a fi rst call for PERC grants related to 
the programme’s knowledge project. 

Two donor-funded grants of 
R150 000 each will be made twice 
this year.

Applicants will need to dem-
onstrate that their research con-
tributes to the knowledge project 
(meta-project), within their fi elds, as 

described above. 
Collaborative projects and 

diversity of backgrounds within the 
group’s participants will be advan-
tageous, as will cross-disciplinary 
research that capitalises on UCT’s 
location in Africa.

Successful applicants are ex-
pected to produce an edited book, or 
a special journal issue, or at least fi ve 
articles in accredited journals.

They should also show how 
postgraduate students or postdoctoral 
fellows are involved in their research 
project.

Applicants are expected to 
present at least two workshops in the 
Research Offi ce, open to participants 
across campus.

They may also apply for a wide 
range of support, including travel and 
conference fares, research assistance, 
editorial input, workshop organisa-
tion, and invitations to distinguished 
visitors. This support does not include 
materials or equipment.

Applications should be accompa-
nied by as much supporting evidence 
as possible.

Other PERC initiatives
PERC offers a number of initia-

tives encouraging researchers to con-
tribute to Africa-based knowledge. 
Included are:
• support for the formation of col-

laborative groups of scholars from 
diverse backgrounds;

• support for groups working across 
discipline boundaries;

• workshops to help researchers fi nd 
their writing voices; and

• assistance with National Research 
Foundation ratings, particularly the 
self-assessment exercise.

Drawing on the mentorship of 
senior academics, PERC has already 
run workshops and seminars on the 
self-assessment exercise, the cross-
disciplinary research aspect, the na-
ture of rigour in qualitative research 
methodology, research management 
and organisation, and the creative 
relationship between qualitative and 
quantitative research, and a residen-
tial writing retreat to encourage re-
searchers to publish papers, chapters 

and conference presentations not yet 
completed.

PERC will also run a full-day 
workshop on the nature of working 
at this ‘meta level’ of knowledge pro-
duction. This will be held on 2 June 
from 09h00 to 16h00 at the Research 
Offi ce.

Closing date
The closing date for grant 

applications is 29 June. Prior to ap-
plication, queries may be directed to 
Professor Brenda Cooper at Brenda.
Cooper@uct.ac.za. 

Cooper will run a seminar for 
potential applicants in the Research 
Offi ce on 1 June, from 12h30 to 
14h30.

Neo-traditional African musician Dizu 
Plaatjies took the Best Independent Af-

rica Album award at the 15th South African 
Music Awards (SAMA) at Sun City on 2 May.

Plaatjies, head of African Music at the 
South African College of Music, scooped 
the award with his group, the Ibuyambo 
Ensemble, for the album African Kings, an 
original blend of traditional melodies using 
hand-made African instruments, together 
with acoustic guitar. The tracks were pro-
duced in a contemporary style, featuring 

voices, drums and percussion as the lead-
ing elements.

Plaatjies recorded the new album as a 
follow-up to his debut solo project, Ibuyam-
bo. He is a founder member of the success-
ful group Amampondo, and was their leader 
and front man for over 15 years.

The winning album was launched at a 
concert in Paris. Plaatjies’ ensemble begin 
touring France this month, including an 
appearance at the Festival Jazz Sous Les 
Pommiers in Coutances, France.

“It is really great to win in my category 
as there is so much competition. Actu-
ally, there is no real place for Xhosa music, 
so we are lumped together with talented 
musicians who are not neo-traditional. I was 
especially happy when other nominees said 
they were proud of the award and me.  It 
is a great album and my band worked very 
hard to make it that way.”

For further information, go to www.
new-music-publishing.eu or email info@
mountain-records.com.
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Of the 2 500 people surveyed in 
Project Reboot, conducted by the 

UCT Unilever Institute of Strategic 
Marketing, 60% say they are wor-
ried about the future, and their fear is 
fuelling a considerable change in their 
buying behaviour. As this economic 
downturn gains momentum, “it can 
no longer be ‘business as usual’,” 
warns institute director, Professor John 
Simpson. 

Simpson was commenting on the 

study conducted by the institute and 
their research partners Bateleur Kh-
anya Research Solutions on the impact 
of the recession on local consumer 
behaviour. 

The survey is the largest of its kind 
ever carried out in South Africa in the 
grip of recession.

With many already on a shoestring 
budget, there is now the added pres-
sure of mounting economic uncer-
tainty, unrelentingly high food prices 
and the overall effects of the ‘Big 

Squeeze’. But how do people feel and 
react?

The majority, 76%, said they 
are now more cautious when spend-
ing, 50% are worried about losing 
their jobs, 65% plan shopping more 
carefully and 33% say the recession 
is putting a strain on their personal 
relationships. 

While 78% of participants claim 
their personal income has not fallen in 
the past six months, an almost equal 
number of participants believe the 

economic situation will worsen. 
The research team believes their 

fi ndings will help business and indus-
try navigate these times effectively.

“It is time to sit up and really listen 
to what your client base is telling you 
about why and how their lifestyle 
priorities have shifted,” Simpson said. 
“We believe this time to be a water-
shed moment for local business and 
marketers, as the ramifi cations of this 
recession will be felt a long, long time 
after they fade from memory.”

NEWS

Recession: You feeling it too?

Paul Smit’s love of the 
Scottish philosopher, 

economist and historian David 
Hume has won him the 2008 
Keswick Prize for Lucidity. In 
his 4 000-word essay, Of Hume 
and tragedy: the controversies 
of conversion and other tales, 
Smit showed that, “contrary to 
the claims of some of Hume’s 
critics, his theory of tragic pleas-
ure is perfectly consistent with his 
earlier writings in The Treatise”. 
The Keswick Prize is awarded to a 
third- or fourth-year student in any 
technical fi eld for writing the most 
lucid essay. 

UCT student band Ological 
Studies is one of three bands 

on Artscape’s 2009 Young Jazz 
Band Mentorship Programme. 
With the focus fi rmly on devel-
opment and education, master 
classes are conducted by well-
known local jazz icons who also 
form the judging panel. The project 
was initiated by Artscape in 2003 
to recognise raw talent, particularly 
in Cape Town, where there is a jazz 
tradition. The programme culmi-
nates in the Artscape Youth Jazz 
Festival on 6 June. 

Annabelle Marie, a master’s 
student in the French section 

of the School of Languages and 
Literatures, and Sarah Townsend, 
who is currently doing a gap year 
in Mauritius, have won much-
acclaimed Erasmus Mundus 
Scholarships. This European Union 
initiative promotes partnerships 
between universities in the EU and 
Third World countries. Only 26 
scholarships are awarded world-
wide.

UCT law researchers Aifheli 
Tshivhase and Admark Moyo 

are the 2009 recipients of the 
Fox International Fellowship at 
Yale University in the US for the 
2009/2010 academic year. Both 
awardees have been offi cially ad-
mitted to the Yale Graduate School 
as visiting affi liated research 
students in the Division of Special 
Registration for Non-Degree Study. 
The award includes all expenses 
such as travel, accommodation 
and a monthly allowance.

Philosophers who call them-
selves naturalists want to 

make philosophy more scientifi c. 
But the big problem with a lot of 
‘naturalised’ philosophy is that 
philosophers have simplistic views 
about the methods of science 
and the signifi cance of scientifi c 
results, UCT scholar and philoso-

pher Dr Jack 
Ritchie argues 
in his new book, 
Understanding 
Naturalism. “The 
general idea of 
naturalism, that 
philosophers 
should learn from 
science, is good, 
but it has not 
been carried out 

properly,” Ritchie says.

The Students’ Representa-
tive Council hosted its annual 

Academic Awareness Fortnight to 
raise awareness about academic 
matters and to spotlight resources 
available to students at UCT. Us-
ing the slogan, How much do you 
know about UCT? Come and fi nd 
out, the two-week event, which 
started on 28 April, introduced 
students to representatives of 
resource centres such the librar-
ies, the Disability Service and the 
sports centre.

UCT’s student newspaper, 
Varsity, launched its website 

(www.varsitynewspaper.co.za) 
on 5 May to make the newspa-
per easily accessible to a wider 
range of readers. Varsity’s deputy 
editor, Zerene Haddad, said the 
fortnightly publication prints only 
6 000 copies of each edition. “But 
our readership is much higher that 
that.” A census a few years ago 
showed that the paper had about 
15 000 readers. The site resembles 
a blogsite more than a website, 
with readers able to comment on 
articles and communicate directly 
with each other and with staff writ-
ers. It is updated every fortnight, 
when the relevant edition of Varsity 
is uploaded.

Mmoto Mabuselele, a PhD 
student in the Department of 

Botany, has won the best poster 
presentation award at the seventh 
annual Savanna Science Network 
Meeting, held at the Kruger Na-
tional Park in April. This is arguably 
the top savannah ecology meeting 

in Africa, with all the participants 
doing research in the Kruger and 
other South African national parks. 
Mabuselele’s poster was titled 
Vegetation Changes (1961-2009) 
Along an Aridity Gradient in the 
Eastern Karoo and Southern Free 
State Grasslands.  

 The Graduate School of Busi-
ness has been named the 

ninth best business school in the 
world in the fi eld of economics, 
according to the Financial Times. 
It is the fi fth consecutive year that 
the GSB has featured in the Times 
rankings and it holds the same 
spot in the ranking overall as it did 
last year (71st). The GSB’s full-time 
MBA programme was ranked as 
the best value for money MBA in 
the world, and remains the only 
business school in Africa in the top 
100.

The Centre for Higher Educa-
tion Transformation (CHET) 

is running a survey on students’ 
attitudes towards democracy and 
governance. During the month 
of May, 400 students (mainly 
third-years, but across all disci-
plines) and student leaders from 
three African universities – UCT, 
University of Dar es Salaam in 
Tanzania, and Nairobi University, 
Kenya – will participate. The study 
will gauge the general contribution 
of university education, as well as 
the contribution of active political 
involvement, to students’ aware-
ness of politics and government 
and the demand for democracy, 
among other things.

Improving conditions at rural 
hospitals and supporting high 

school learners in rural areas were 
the focus of the Faculty of Health 
Sciences’ Rural Support Network 
(RSN) raffl e. The raffl e raised 
R5 232 towards stationery for 30 
learners: scientifi c calculators, 
dictionaries, maths sets and pens. 
Funds will also go towards the 
purchase of toys for the paediat-
ric ward at Isilimela Hospital, and 
extra hospital beds for Holy Cross 
Hospital, both in the Eastern Cape, 
and Emmaus Hospital in KwaZulu-
Natal. 

Supreme Court of Appeals 
(SCA) Judge Ian Farlam and 

former education minister Kadar 
Asmal are among four new honor-
ary professors in the Faculty of 
Law. They join Professor Muna 
Ndulo of Cornell University, New 
York, and Dr Manfred Weiss of 
Goethe University in Frankfurt, 
Germany.

Students at the Faculty of 
Commerce have launched a 

new magazine, Student.com, in 
partnership with Nedbank Private 
Bank. The magazine, edited by 
fi nal-year student Katekani Baloyi, 
is intended as a tool for the univer-
sity to showcase the faculty and 
attract talented matriculants to the 
various commerce programmes. 

Baxter Theatre-goers got a 
chance to tune into a jolly 

vibe on 13 May when UCT Radio 
hosted its biggest variety show of 
the year – aptly named The Vibe 
Show.The show got its name from 
the UCT Radio comedy show, 
Vibe Show, jockeyed by DJs Al 
Postman and Pags, who were 
also the night’s MCs. This annual 
affair showcases local performers 
across comedic, dance, vocal and 
poetic genres. “It was great fun”, 
said Pags.

Thirteen international experts 
presented their research fi nd-

ings to 41 invited participants at 
a tuberculosis meningitis (TBM) 
workshop hosted by UCT’s Clini-
cal Infectious Diseases Research 
Initiative from 8-10 May. The 
workshop aimed to tackle ques-
tions of the pathology, clinical 
features and management of TBM, 
a devastating form of TB that can 
result in death and disability in 
many patients. Prominent speak-
ers included Professors Johan 
Schoeman and Peter Donald of 
the Department of Paediatrics, 
Stellenbosch University.

The South African Women in En-
gineering subdivision, GirlEng, 

hosted a workshop at UCT on 
16 May for girls from seven high 
schools around Cape Town. Fifty-
six budding engineers braved the 
wet weather for an opportunity to 
meet with representatives from 
giants such as BHP Billiton, Uni-
lever and Sasol. The girls also got 
a chance to meet the 12-strong 
GirlEng Western Cape team, all 
engineering students, who offered 
guidance on vocation choice, ap-
plications, bursaries and fi nancial 
aid. “For some of the learners who 
live in Khayelitsha or Langa, this 
may well be the fi rst connection 
and fi rst step towards UCT,” said 
GirlEng’s Wiebke Toussaint.
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NOTICE
Professor Lucy Gilson of the 

School of Public Health 
and Family Medicine delivers 
her inaugural lecture Provid-
ers, Patients and Power: Why 
trusting relationships matter 
to health systems, on 27 May 
at 17h30. Gilson’s primary 
research interests include con-
cerns for equity in health and 
health care, health care fi nanc-
ing, organisation, management 
and policy change. She has 
played a leading role in devel-
oping the fi eld of health policy 
analysis, and currently man-
ages a continental initiative to 
strengthen training in this fi eld. 
In addition, as co-ordinator of 
the UCT Oliver Tambo Fel-
lowship programme, she is 
supporting the development 
of South African public health 
leaders. The lecture takes place 
in the Student Learning Centre 
Lecture Theatre, Anatomy 
Building, Faculty of Health Sci-
ences.

Modern-day 
Hamlet at Little 

Theatre

UCT’s Drama Depart-
ment, in association with 

Yawazzi Theatre Productions, 
is staging an adaptation of 
William Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
at the Little Theatre from 16 
to 30 May. For Hamlet, the 
department, together with the 
third-year drama students, 
has teamed up with Sanjin 
Mufti_ (director) and Jon Keevy 
(designer) from Yawazzi. Mufti 
and Keevy, both UCT master’s 
graduates, set up Yawazzi and 
have already made their names 
as leading artists in multimedia 
theatre in Cape Town. Hamlet 
promises audiences a spec-
tacular visual and oral journey 
in search of ‘the Hamlet within’. 
The adaptation, working on the 
idea of multiple Hamlets, tells 
of inner confl ict, power strug-
gles, critical choices, and ulti-
mately, consequence. It’s still 
Shakespeare, but Shakespeare 
redefi ned for our time. Contact 
the Little Theatre at 021 480 
7128 or 084 395 8381 for book-
ings and more information.
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Scientist among the best in Africa

Van Heerden keeps on winning

New milestone for SA libraries

Map pinpoints access routes for wheelchairs

Dr Andrea Rother of the School 
of Public Health has won 

second prize in the prestigious Young 
Professionals and Women in Science 
Competitions, aimed at African 
researchers. 

The competition is organised 
by a consortium of science and 
development agencies, including 
the Regional Universities Forum 
for Capacity Building in Agricul-
ture (RUFORUM) and the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Develop-
ment (NEPAD). The competition 
recognises young professionals and 
women scientists who are conducting 
innovative and pioneering research, 
and who communicate the outputs 

of their work to improve agricultural 
productivity and the livelihoods of 
rural communities.

Rother took second place in 
the Women in Science category for 
her paper, Pesticide Risk Reduction 
Strategies for Vulnerable African 
Populations through Regulatory 
Capacity Building and Gender Ap-
propriate Risk Communication 
Strategies. Pretty much in keeping 
with her research in the Occupational 
and Environmental Health Research 
Unit in the School of Public Health, 
where she looks at issues such as 
risk communication, risk perception, 
risk management and health literacy 
issues related to public health, safety, 

and chemical management (with a 
particular focus on pesticides), espe-
cially in Africa. 

Her paper was initially short-
listed from a pool of 258 abstracts. 
The 10 fi nalists in the section then 
presented their papers at an event in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in April. 

“This is a great honour and a 
fantastic achievement,” said Profes-
sor Leslie London, director of the 
School of Public Health, of Rother’s 
award. “It refl ects lots of hard work 
on Andrea’s part building links in Af-
rica, and should encourage us all to 
keep pursuing social responsiveness, 
particularly in engaging with African 
issues, in our work.”

Professor Etienne van Heerden 
(School of Languages and Lit-

eratures) is the winner of the 
2008 University of Johan-
nesburg Creative Writing in 
Afrikaans prize for his novel, 
30 Nagte in Amsterdam. 

Previous winners include 
UCT honorary professor and 
research associate André P Brink 
(2005), and other literary luminaries 
such as Breyten Breytenbach (2007) 
and Antjie Krog (2000).

This is the ninth year that the 
prize has been awarded.

The book has also been short-
listed for the 2009 M-Net Literary 

Award, an accolade Van Heer-
den won last year for his work 
Asbesmiddag.

30 Nagte in Amsterdam, a 
pacy novel about inheritance 
and discovery, was chosen 
from fi ve short-listed works, 
which included a biography, 

two novels and an anthology of 
poetry. The judges praised Van Heer-
den’s impeccable craftsmanship.

The prize carries a purse of 
R60 000.

A recent school infrastructure audit 
conducted in Khayelitsha found 

that only three out of 54 schools in 
Khayelitsha have functioning school 
libraries.

This was one of the disturbing 
fi ndings of Equal Education, a project 
recently undertaken by Associate 
Professors Mary Nassimbeni and 
Karin de Jager of UCT’s Centre for 
information Literacy.

Thankfully, the Library and 
Information Services Transforma-
tion Charter, commissioned by the 
Minister of Arts and Culture, and 
featuring  contributions by De Jager 

and Nassimbeni, is set to mark a new 
era of expansion, development and 
transformation of library services (LIS) 
in South Africa.

The team set out to defi ne the 
challenges facing the LIS sector and 
to provide solutions for change, ulti-
mately building an informed and read-
ing nation. The charter’s fi fth draft, 
which includes an eight-point trans-
formation programme, was recently 
approved by the Minister of Arts and 
Culture. It will now be presented to the 
members of the executive commit-
tee responsible for LIS, as well as to 
portfolio committees in Parliament.

The team responsible for drafting 
the charter also included Associ-
ate Professor Genevieve Hart of the 
University of the Western Cape and 
Professor Archie Dick of the University 
of Pretoria, both of whom gained their 
PhDs in LIS at UCT. The team was 
chaired by Professor Muxe Nkondo, 
chair of the Board of the National 
Library of South Africa.

“This report is an important mile-
stone for South African libraries,” says 
Nassimbeni. “The Centre for Informa-
tion Literacy has already started to 
incorporate the ideas and fi ndings into 
its teachings and research.”

HELEN THÉRON

A new map launched by the Disabil-
ity Service on 13 May will make 

access to the upper campus and its fa-
cilities easier for people in wheelchairs.

The map shows wheelchair routes 
to buildings and plots easy-access paths 
to amenities and roads. It also identi-
fi es the 52 parking bays for disabled 
drivers.

Of particular value are the notes on 
access limitations and the cautionary 
tips for wheelchair users, for example, 
alerting them to ‘hotspots’ on campus 
where there are no pavements and 
where there is heavy vehicular traffi c.

The map is the result of careful 
planning and numerous recces of the 
upper campus by Edwina Konghot 
(barrier-free access co-ordinator) and 
her colleagues.

They built the new map on the ex-
isting one of upper campus, noting new 
buildings, doors, ramps and lifts.

“We discovered lifts and disabled 
toilets in the Chancellor Oppenheimer 
Library that we didn’t know existed,” 
said Konghot.

There were other surprises, like 

the door marked Disabled Toilet that 
turned out to be a front for a broom 
cupboard!

Given 18 months to complete 
the map, Konghot and her colleagues 
wrapped up the project in just eight 
months.

Next up is a map of the health sci-
ences campus.

The time allocation is two years, 

taking into account the convoluted 
nature of this campus and its intercon-
nected buildings and facilities.

But Konghot, eyeing her walking 
shoes, hopes to complete the task in 
half the time. 

(Copies of the upper campus map 
are available free from the Disability 
Service. To order, please phone 021 
650 2427.)

Reaching out: Dr Andrea Rother, second from left, with fellow winners at 
the fi nals of the Women in Science Competition held in Addis Ababa.

Master craftsman: Prof Etienne 
van Heerden’s novel, 30 Nagte in 
Amsterdam, has won the University 
of Johannesburg Creative Writing in 
Afrikaans award.
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UCT will use Africa Day on 25 
May as an occasion to showcase 

its signifi cant research and academic 
collaborations with partners through-
out Africa. Monday Paper spoke to 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Thandabantu Nhlapo about the uni-
versity’s renewed African thrust.  

What is the rationale behind the 
Vice-Chancellor’s vision to grow 
UCT’s engagement with the rest 
of the African continent?

 
UCT, by virtue of its location and 

its relatively long history, is admi-
rably placed to build on its sterling 
reputation as an African institution to 

become a sought-after destination and 
partner for Africa-generated knowl-
edge and expertise.  UCT academics 
already enjoy signifi cant collabora-
tions in sister universities across the 
continent, and the beauty of the Vice-
Chancellor’s vision is that it builds 
nicely on these foundations. It aims to 
establish UCT as an exciting place to 
live and work, attracting high-profi le 
scholars from all corners of the globe. 

How is this vision different from 
UCT’s existing mission to be a 
world-class African university?

The Afropolitan vision is not 
really different;  it simply recognises 
past efforts that have led to the envi-
able reputation that UCT enjoys as an 

African and international university 
committed to excellence, and builds 
on them.  It signals UCT’s connected-
ness to the continent and globally, and 
emphasises its unique expertise on 
issues facing the continent, combined, 
with an open, assertive engagement 
with the world from the standpoint of 
Africa. 

How successful has the uni-
versity been in building African 
partnerships? 

UCT has established a wide 
network in Africa over the years. The 
academic exhibition and panel discus-
sion that will take place today will 

show that there is already signifi cant 
activity between UCT and many 
African partners.  We are also hoping 
to encourage the university commu-
nity to consider ways of deepening 
these relationships and to seek others, 
all with the aim to moving closer to 
our aspiration to become a recognised 
centre of knowledge on Africa.

Can you give some examples 
of linkages that already exist 
between UCT and its African 
partners?

There is a very wide spread 
of types of partnerships and col-
laborations, varying in size, scope, 
geographical location and discipli-
nary focus. (The IAPO display at the 

exhibition will be an eye-opener for 
many people on this). Examples that 
come to mind include: the Percy Fit-
zpatrick African Institute of Ornithol-
ogy; the Marine Research Institute; 
the Disaster Mitigation for Sustain-
able Livelihoods Programme; as well 
as the African Gender Institute, and 
the Centre for Contemporary Islam in 
South Africa.  The Universities Sci-
ence, Law, Humanities and Engineer-
ing Partnerships in Africa (USH-
EPiA), which features seven partners, 
continues to be a core initiative of 
capacity-building in Africa. These are 
only some – the tip of the iceberg as it 
were – of the myriad African partner-
ships enjoyed by UCT’s academics. 

How does this African thrust 
tie-in with the Internationalisa-
tion initiative?

Internationalisation has been on 
the go at UCT for over a decade, 
and the two concepts complement 
each other in many ways. Mainly, 
they both seek to insert UCT into 
networks outside South Africa’s 
borders. By forging strategic alliances 
and partnerships, both in Africa and 
globally, both initiatives raise UCT’s 
profi le and connectedness, which are 
essential prerequisites for a future 
role as a centre of international and 
African scholarship. There are knock-
on effects to this, including the fact 
that, in line with global trends in 
donor funding, UCT’s positioning as 
a portal between the global north and 
global south will attract funding for 
research, student and staff exchanges, 
as well as regional and continental 
capacity-building initiatives. 

How does this African vision 
align with the other UCT stra-
tegic themes such as transfor-
mation, research, and teaching 
and learning?

One of the clear benefi ts of this 
vision is its applicability to all the 
other aspects of UCT’s forward 
strategy. It articulates well with 
transformation, not only in their 
shared interest in enhancing diver-

sity and improving the institutional 
climate, but also in the transformative 
value of the vision itself. The vision 
will help to offer direction to the 
research energies of UCT academics 
at staff and graduate level, and this 
will inevitably lead to an Africa-rich 
curriculum across the board. As this 
vision unfolds, its impact will be felt 
in the classroom in many other ways, 
including the visibility of African 
visiting scholars and postdoctoral 
researchers, and eminent Africanists 
from all over the world. 

How would you respond to the 
concern that these efforts by 
UCT may be seen as just an-
other example of South African 
“expansionism”? 

One has heard these concerns 
expressed and, to my mind, they 
are understandable. We must guard 
against any kind of behaviour 
that assumes a role for UCT as 
anything but an equal partner and 
collaborator, pursuing mutual in-
terests. But I am pretty certain that 
we are up to the task. Experiences 
in partnerships such as USHEPiA 
have convinced many of us of the 
mutual benefits of such ventures: 
they are invariably two-way 
streets, where everybody learns 
as much as they share. One just 
needs to be cautious and respect-
ful. For a start, one needs to think 
carefully before using words like 
“footprint’ in describing UCT’s 
presence abroad.

Celebrating UCT’s African connections

African Dress for Africa Day for all 

Celebrating the founding of 
the OAU in 1963 and UCT’s 
significant collaborations 
with existing, and new 
African partners

Monday 25 May 2009
AFRICA DAY @ UCT

YIZANI SIZOKONWABELA OLUSUKU SONKE  •  KOM HERDENK DIE DAG SAAM

Friday 22 May
18:00-20:00 Students’ Celebration Dinner
Molly Blackburn Hall
RSVP Amanda at 021 650 3539

17:00 EBE Postgraduate Cultural Evening
Jameson Hall
Food is available
Contact mphoentle.halenyane@uct.ac.za

Monday 25 May
11:00-14:30 Poetry reading, Musical  
Performances, Art Workshop & Exhibition
Centre for African Studies
Contact Dale on 083 265 2199

16:00  Informal Panel Discussion 
with Dr Whittal, Prof Hockey, Dr Holloway,  
Prof Rüther and Prof Flisher
Chaired by Prof Nhlapo, Deputy Vice-Chancellor
17:00  Official Opening: Africa Day 
Exhibition and Cocktail Function*
Leslie Social Science Building
RSVPs only. Contact edwina.kannemeyer@uct.ac.za

17:30  Africa Day Address
Leslie Social Science Building
Dr Max Price, Vice-Chancellor

Monday 25 May – Fri 29 May
ALL DAY Poster Exhibition of a selection of UCT’s  
African Academic Links in Leslie Social Sciences

While the media hullabaloo 
around swine fl u has all but 

disappeared in the wake of various 
political fracas, Dr Corinne Landon, 
Principal Medical Offi cer (Student 
Wellness), issued these pithy facts 
about H1N1. 

What is swine infl uenza?
It is a highly contagious, acute 

respiratory disease of pigs, most 
commonly the H1N1 subtype, 
although there are other subtypes. 
Although swine infl uenza viruses are 
normally species-specifi c, they can 
sometimes cross the species barrier 
and cause disease in humans.

Countries affected:
• Mexico
• US
• Canada
• Spain
• Scotland (suspected)
• New Zealand

How do people become in-
fected?

People usually get swine infl u-
enza from infected pigs but human-
to-human transmission has occurred 
in some instances but is limited to 
close contacts and closed groups of 
people.

Is it safe to eat pork and pork 
products?

Yes. The virus is killed by cook-
ing temperatures above 70 deg C.

Is there a vaccine?
There is no vaccine and it is not 

known if the current human seasonal 
infl uenza vaccine can provide protec-
tion.

What drugs are available?
Most of the patients recover 

fully without requiring any medical 
attention or anti-viral medication. 
Some of the viruses are resistant to 
anti-viral medication but the recent 

human cases of swine infl uenza in 
the US are sensitive to Oselatmivir 
(Tamifl u).

How can I protect myself?
Most current human infections 

have been mild and medical interven-
tion has not been required.

To protect yourself, you should 
follow the general preventative meas-
ures for any infl uenza:
• Avoid close contact with people 

who appear unwell and have a 
fever and cough

• Wash your hands frequently with 
soap and water 

• Practise good health habits, includ-
ing adequate sleep, nutritious food 
and keeping physically active.

If there is an ill person at home
try to isolate them. 
• If this is not practical, keep the pa-

tient at least one metre from others
• Cover noses and mouths. Wear a 

mask, if you have one
• Wash your hands with soap and 

water
• Improve air fl ow by opening win-

dows and doors
• Keep the environment clean with 

household cleaning agents.

If you have a high fever, cough 
and/or sore throat 
• stay at home. Keep away from 

work, schools or crowded areas
• rest and drink plenty of fl uids
• cover your mouth and nose with 

tissues when coughing and sneez-
ing and dispose of used tissues 
properly

• wash your hands frequently with 
soap and water

• contact your health professional if 
symptoms increase or your condi-
tion deteriorates.

(Adapted from the World Health 
Organisation Swine Infl uenza FAQ 
www.who.org).

Swine fl u: Facts and advice
Argh! That’s the sound of  

Monday Paper writer at a 
June graduation ceremony on 
learning that a great story has 
slipped the net. Someone will 
have produced a really topi-
cal PhD thesis, but no-one 
will notify us and the special 
grad edition of Monday Paper 
will miss it! Don’t let this hap-
pen. Please let us have leads 
for all those great grad stories 
in your department: siblings 
being capped together, 
parents capping their kids, 
kids capping their parents, 
octogenarians getting their 
fi rst degrees, groundbreaking 
research, and heart-warming 
stories of students who 
overcame the odds to be able 
to graduate. Please pass on 
your leads to Helen Théron, 
email Helen.Theron@uct.
ac.za, by 2 June. 

Grad 
story plea
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Researchers from UCT’s In-
stitute of Infectious Disease 

and Molecular Medicine (IIDMM) 
have announced that their two new 
preventative HIV vaccines have 
reached the first stage of human 
clinical trials, a first for Africa.

This trial, called SAAVI 102/
HVTN 073, is also a milestone for 
South Africa. The country is one of 
the few developing nations to have 
developed an HIV vaccine and put 
it forward for human clinical trials.

Professor Anna-Lise Williamson 
is leader of the team at the IIDMM.

The Desmond Tutu HIV Centre, 
based at the IIDMM, is one of three 
sites in the world that will conduct 
the trials. The others sites are in Jo-
hannesburg and Boston in the US.

These vaccines are the culmina-
tion of eight years of research by 
scientists at the IIDMM, UCT, and 
collaborators from the US National 
Institutes of Health and the Vaccine 
Research Centre.

Their development and testing 
has been underpinned by funding 
from the South African AIDS Vac-
cine Initiative (SAAVI) and the US 

National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID). 

“There is still a long way to go 

before we will know if these prod-
ucts will be successful in prevent-
ing HIV infection,” said SAAVI’s 

interim director, Elise Levendal. 
The initial human trial is being 

conducted jointly with the HIV 

Vaccine Trials Network and the 
NIAID, part of the US National 
Institutes of Health. 

The Desmond Tutu HIV 
Centre has conducted HIV vac-
cine research for over seven years 
and launched a dedicated Vaccine 
Clinical Trials Unit, called the 
Emavundleni Centre, in Crossroads 
in 2005.

The study, which commenced in 
Boston in February 2009, will enrol 
a small number of HIV-negative 
participants, considered to be at low 
risk for HIV-acquisition, to test the 
tolerability, safety, and side effects 
of the vaccine. 

The Desmond Tutu HIV Cen-
tre’s site will recruit 18 volunteers 
for the trial, which will commence 
in the next few months. 

Principle investigator for the 
site, Dr Linda-Gail Bekker, said: 
“We are honoured to be one of the 
clinical sites testing this African 
HIV vaccine and proud to be part of 
the bigger research team who are, 
through this work, moving closer 
to a safe, effective, preventive HIV 
vaccine.” 

First human trial of 
UCT’s HIV vaccine

HELEN THÉRON

In the 21st century, the place and 
value of modern biotechnology 

runs alongside a crucial debate on the 
risks attached to and ownership of 
advances in the fi eld, Professor Ju-
lian Kinderlerer said in his inaugural 
lecture, Globalisation, Intellectual 
Property and Biotechnology.

Kinderlerer, a UCT alumnus, 
heads the Intellectual Property Law 
Research Unit in the Department of 
Private Law.

“We are able to manipulate genes 
to create new organisms within or-
ganisms without a full understanding 
of the impact of our manipulations 
on the organisms or on the environ-
ment in which we place them,” he 
said.

But within these developments 
lay unknowns that could cause untold 
harm to established systems, people, 
and the environment.

“Issues of what risks are accept-
able, and in what circumstances and 
by whom they should be taken, run 
throughout the debate about the place 
and value of modern biotechnology.”

In the 21st century, patenting ac-
tivity had also shifted from industrial 
knowledge to ‘basic knowledge’ so 
that many new fi elds had become 
patentable.

And although there had been 
an “incredible” rise in patenting 
and intellectual property (IP) rights 
worldwide in the past 50 years, 
South Africa and the developing na-
tions have lagged alarmingly. South 
Africa’s patent record had remained 
relatively static since 1985.

For example, while patent grants 

recorded by the US Patent Offi ce 
had shot from 400 000 in 1985 to 
around 750 000 in 2005, in South Af-
rica ‘fi rst inventor’ patents hovered 
around a paltry 85 in 2005.

And while globalisation had 
fuelled technological change, it was 
without a commensurate understand-
ing of this change. 

“While we use knowledge of 
biology to produce new products 
inconceivable only decades ago, we 
do not have a full understanding of 
the science that lies behind our new 
products.

Kinderlerer said the challenge is 
to make sense of the change and to 
understand and make the right deci-
sions for the future.

“We need to ask whether the 
system, as it has evolved, is providing 
society with the incentive to innovate 
rather than simply providing investors 
and their companies with fi nancial 
gain and a ‘currency’ with which to 
trade across national borders.”

Kinderlerer is not convinced that 
intellectual property in a “pro-patent 
era” would benefi t rich and poor.

“It remains to be seen whether a 
single IP regime can solve the prob-
lems of competing demands from the 
developing and developed worlds, the 
rights of companies against the rights 
of society, the march of technol-
ogy versus concern for the rights of 
humanity.”

Though he agreed that biotech-
nology could address some of the 
world’s problems, a social contract 
should be drawn up between “sci-
entists who are able to innovate, the 
companies who control the intel-
lectual property, and the people who 

may benefi t”.
“Benefi ts must be clear, risks 

must be enunciated and people given 
the opportunity to balance the risks to 
the benefi ts.”

(Kinderlerer and Eve Gray, an 
Honorary Research Associate in the 
Centre for Educational Technology, 

have penned an article, Research for 
Development in South Africa – Col-
laborative Research or Research for 
Sale?, about the regulations for the 
IPR Act of 2008. For the full article, 
look for the link on the electronic 
Monday Paper site at www.uct.ac.za/
mondaypaper/).

Technology and rights: Prof Julian 
Kinderlerer delivered his inaugural 
lecture, Globalisation, Intellectual 
Property and Biotechnology, on 13 
May.

Cape Town
Book Fair

monday paper add.indd   2 18/5/09   13:42:38

Crucial balance between progress and responsibility
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What’s the unit look like?

The unit falls under the Depart-
ment of Properties and Services, 

and is made up of four sections – 
traffi c administration, transport, law 
enforcement and the Visitors’ Recep-
tion Information Centre. The unit is 
led by traffi c and transport manager 
Roland September, assisted by Bruce 
Jansen. Team members in the traffi c 
administration section include traffi c 
administrators June Reeler, Irene Bic-
card and Rugshana Jansen, as well 
as presiding offi cer Edgar Kanne-
meyer. The transport section is led by 
supervisor Shanaaz Wilson, and team 
members are transport monitor De-
rick Muller and transport clerk Alecia 
Arendse. The law enforcement sec-
tion is made up of supervisor Harry 
Fisher and wardens Sheldon Bennett, 
Toyhira Davids, Ronnie Mouton, 
Leon Peregrino, Astor Petersen, 
Desmond Simpson, John Stoffels, 
Andile Walaza, Dennis Wellman and 
Barry Williams. The Visitors’ Recep-
tion Information Centre is staffed by 
Delta Jara and Joanne Francis.

What does the unit do on a day-
to-day basis?

The Visitors’ Reception Infor-
mation Centre is the visitor’s entry 
point to UCT’s upper campus, as 
well as for staff and students looking 
for directions. The law enforcement 
members don’t only issue tickets 

to offenders, but also help combat 
crime on campus, in conjunction with 
Campus Protection Services. They 
also assist stranded motorists. Traffi c 
administrators do the data-capturing 
of tickets, and issue notices to alleged 
offenders. The presiding offi cer deals 
with disputes over fi nes and offences, 
and the transport section ensures that 
transportation, such as the running of 
the Jammie Shuttle buses, operates 
smoothly.

What are the challenges facing 
the unit?

The main issue on campus is, no 
surprise, the lack of parking. Parking 
is so limited that staff and students, 
as well as visitors, vent their frustra-
tions on offi cers.

What are the best and worst 
moments of the job?

Offi cers in this unit often take 
fl ak from upset staff, students and 
visitors who can’t fi nd parking. Oth-
erwise the job is rewarding. “Often 
people appreciate what we do and 
phone or send us emails, thanking 
us,” Jansen says. And luckily, ac-
cidents are few and far between on 
campus.

What is the weirdest thing you 
have encountered?

A wandering baboon troop caught 
everyone by surprise last year. 

A DAY IN THE LIFE of Traffi c Administration and Traffi c Court

Memorial 
fl ame burns 

brightly
HELEN THÉRON

UCT marked the Interna-

tional AIDS Candlelight 

Memorial at a concert on 14 

May, earlier than the offi cial 

commemoration on 17 May. 

Rising star Nomfusi took 

centre stage with her own 

HIV/AIDS message, opening 

with a song written for her 

mother, whom she lost to 

AIDS when she was 12. Act-

ing Vice-Chancellor Professor 

Thandabantu Nhlapo called 

on the UCT community to 

think more deeply about their 

roles in creating an environ-

ment where HIV-positive 

students and staff “will feel 

equal in a safe space”. Stu-

dents’ Representative Coun-

cil president, Chris Ryall, said 

student activism around HIV/

AIDS should be the issue on 

campus. “HIV and AIDS are 

as much about social justice 

and transformation as any-

thing else.” 

Rene Francke took offi ce 
as senior secretary in the 
Department of Public Law on 1 
May. Francke had been a temp 
offi ce assistant in the Offi ce of the 
Deputy Registrar: Legal Services 
& Secretariat before then. Outside 
of work, she keeps herself 
entertained with books, cinema, 
and family and friends.

Janine Isaacs joined the 

Faculty of Law’s faculty offi ce 
as administrative assistant on 1 
May. Prior to this, she’d been with 
the Faculty of Engineering & the 
Built Environment. She loves to 
socialise with friends and family.

Vathiswa Mzamo also joined the 
Faculty of Law as administrative 

offi cer on 1 May, moving from 
the Faculty of Humanities’ 
undergraduate offi ce. What keeps 
her busy/entertained outside of 
work? Family, she says succinctly. 

Patricia Phillips has been 
appointed as senior faculty offi cer 
in the Faculty of Law’s faculty 
offi ce, and started on 1 May. 

Prior to this, Phillips had been 
postgraduate offi cer in the Faculty 
of Science. She loves reading 
and has been plugging away at 

her own best-seller for the past 
20 years. She is annoyed by 
barriers to transformation created 
by those responsible for 
implementing it.

(From right) Traffi c administration’s June Reeler, Bruce Jansen, Roland September, Rugshana Jansen and Irene 
Biccard.

Congratulations

And here’s a picture of the nuptials of Dr 
Anita Schwegmann of the Division of 

Immunology and her beau, Nic Mavradinova. 
The couple tied the knot in March. The division 
wishes them “all the wedded bliss that they can 
muster”.

Traffi c offi cers Toyhirah Davids and Andile Walaza check for parking violators.

Appointments
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EVENTS

Department of Medicine Thursday 

4PM Meetings 28 May 2009 Prof K 

Sliwa – “Modern trends in Heart Failure 

Therapy” 

4 June 2009 Dr M Mendelson – title to 

be advised 11 June 2009 Prof L Opie 

– “Drugs for the Heart:  2009

ICTS Training for May 2009 29-29 

(09:00-12:00) PowerPoint 2007 New 

features

Department of Chemistry Seminar 
Speaker: Prof. Bill Jorgensen; title: 

Efficient Drug Lead Optimisation 

Guided by Free-Energy Calculations; 

venue: PD Hahn, LT 4; date and 

time: 1 June 2009 at 16h00. Contact 

person: Prof Kevin Naidoo (021 650 

2542); kevin.naidoo@uct.ac.za.

The Vice-Chancellor Dr.  Max 
Price has pleasure in inviting you to 

the Inaugural Lecture of Professor 

Lucy Gilson.  School of Public Health 

and Family Medicine on “Providers, 

Patients and Power:  Why Trusting 

Relationships Matter to Health 

Systems” Wednesday 27 May 2009 

at 17h30.  Student Learning Centre 

Lecture Theatre, Anatomy Building, 

Faculty of Health Sciences, UCT.  

Guests to be seated by 17h15.  

Refreshments will be served after the 

lecture.  Please RSVP to: Centre for 

Extra-Mural Studies.  Tel: 021-650 

2888.  Fax:  021-650 2893. Email:  

ems@uct.ac.za

South African Transplant Congress 
Thursday 24th to Sunday 27th 

September 2009 Spier Estate, R310, 

Lynedoch Road, Stellenbosch Janet 

Sirmongpong. Tel: 021 406 6733. 

Fax: 021 448 6263 Email: janet.

sirmongpong@uct.ac.za

Beyond Reconciliation Conference: 
Dealing with the Aftermath of Mass 

Trauma & Political Violence Wednesday 

02 – Sunday 06 December 2009 

Baxter Theatre & Kramer Building, 

UCT  Middle Campus, Woolsack Drive, 

Rondebosch Janet Sirmongpong.  Tel: 

021 406 6733.  Fax: 021 448 6263 

Email: janet.sirmongpong@uct.ac.za

VACANT POSTS

EXECUTIVE AND ACADEMIC 
POSTS:

Lecturer/Lecturer (Entry Level): 
Basic Biological Sciences, Department 

of Human Biology, Closing date: 29 

May 2009, Tel: 021 650 2220, roslyn.

daniels@uct.ac.za

Associate Professor/Senior 
Lecturer: Spanish Language & 

Literature: Closing date: 29 May 2009, 

Tel: 021 650 2220, roslyn.daniels@uct.

ac.za

Four posts in the Centre for Film 
& Media Studies (Senior Lecturer/

Lecturer & Lecturers), Closing date: 29 

May 2009, Tel: 021 650 2220, email: 

roslyn.daniels@uct.ac.za

Dean & Professor, Faculty of 

Commerce, Closing date: 29 May 

2009, Tel: 021 650 2192, email: tracy.

moore@uct.ac.za

Senior Lecturer/Lecturer: 
Department of Statistical Sciences, 

Closing date: 1 June 2009, Tel: 021 

650 2220, roslyn.daniels@uct.ac.za

Associate Professor/Senior 

Lecturer/Lecturer: Department of 

Political Studies, Closing date: 1 June 

2009, Tel: 021 650 2220, roslyn.

daniels@uct.ac.za

RESEARCH, PROFESSIONAL, 
ADMINISTRATIVE  AND SUPPORT 
POSTS (PASS)

Windows Engineers: Information & 

Communication Technology Services, 

Closing date: 25 May 2009, Tel: 021 

650 3012, penny.thompson@uct.ac.za

Manager: Systems, Information & 

Research: IAPO, Closing date: 25 

May 2009, Tel: 021 650 2220, roslyn.

daniels@uct.ac.za

Helpdesk Consultants: Information & 

Communication Technology Services,  

Closing date: 26 May 2009, Tel: 021 

650 3012, penny.thompson@uct.ac.za

Co-ordinator: Student Governance, 

SRC & Student Assembly,  Closing 

date: 26 May 2009, Tel: 021 650 

5405, edith.graham@uct.ac.za 

Part-time Senior Secretary 
(Academic Admin): Department of 

Chemistry, Closing date: 28 May 2009, 

Tel: 021 650 2446, burke.burke@uct.

ac.za

Scientific Officer: Infectious Disease 

& Molecular Medicine, Closing date: 29 

May 2009, Tel: 021 406 6079, widaad.

zemanay@uct.ac.za 

Departmental Assistant: Human 

Biology: Closing date: 31 May 2009, 

ansaaf.brink@uct.ac.za

POSTS FOR UCT STAFF ONLY: 

IP Curriculum Administrator: School 

of Health & Rehabilitation Sciences: 

Closing date: 29 May 2009, Tel: 021 

406 6025, marilyn.solomons@uct.ac.za

The vacancies can be viewed at: 

http://www.uct.ac.za, Click on 

“Vacancies”.

PROPERTY

“Observatory:  Rooms to let.  Fully-

furnished house, incl. Adsl/broadband: 

payphone; washing 

machine. Avail.1st june - short or 

long lease: Colleen 0824535319 or 

colleenand@telkomsa.net”

“Seeking Accommodation: 
Kensington Area, safe and secure 

area. Fully furnished room to share/ 

or not. Contact: Mrs Lydia Roman 

0215938238 Or 0723998732.”

Rondebosch: Flat to share with third 

year BA. Secure complex. Walking 

distance from UCT. Non-smoker. 

R2200 pm. Available from 1 July. 

Email: dvsdav005@uct.ac.za 

“Hout Bay: Unfurnished 4 bedroom 

house, garden, pool,  jacuzzi, 2  

garages. Mountain views, 15 minutes  

UCT. Ideal family. Rent  neg  R11 

000 monthly depending on servicing 

pwhodkinson@gmail.com”

Accommodation wanted:  Visiting 

academic requires 2/3 bedroom house 

for 12 months starting 1st September.  

Must be convenient for UCT.  Please 

contact Graham.Jackson@uct.ac.za

“Newlands:  Spacious 2 bedroomed 

flat in a quiet secure block . Walking 

distance to 

UCT, Newlands rugby / cricket 

grounds,. Secure parking for 1 car. 

Avail 1 June, R5500 pm. Contact: 

0828432765 a/h.”

Diep River: Garden cottage 1 loft 

bedroom modern, kitchen, small 

garden, lock up garage & burglar 

alarm, small pets welcome, near public 

transport, R3500 neg.  Sms Jane:  

0824988806 or e-mail jane.connolly@

uct.ac.za

Hout Bay: One bedroom cottage, 

open plan lounge/kitchen, bathroom, 

deck, mountain views, private garden, 

security, use of a pool and garage. 

R4500 pm. Contact: 0217904534 or 

0823391609.

Bergvliet: Garden flat, one bedroom, 

fully furn and equipped, serviced and 

cleaned weekly, laundry daily, incls 

elect, water. Garden, pool and secure 

parking R3100 pm. Suit single, non-

smoker. Avail mid-June. Call Diana 

0827841104.

Rondebosch-Killarney Cottage:  
Spacious self-catering garden cottage 

with private patio and secure off street 

parking. Fully furnished. Suitable for 

visitors to UCT. Minimum stay -1 

week. Rates: R1400 pw or R5000 pm. 

Contact Kathy: kathyl@new.co.za 

Muizenberg: Charming furnished and 

fully equipped cottage. 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, pretty sheltered garden. 

Excellent security. Long or short,stays 

now through October, min. 30 days. 

Email lynne.aschman@gmail.com

Newlands: Wonderful family home to 

rent. Close to good schools and UCT. 

3 bed, 2 bath plus work from home. 

long lease. Contact: smruti.patel@uct.

ac.za

Rondebosch. One-bedroom, bics, 

bathroom, open-plan living room with 

kitchen, separate pantry, washing 

machine. Secure parking. Available 

June 09. Suitable single or couple, 

from R3,500 pm elec, water etc incl.. 

Contact: 0216895260 or 0845116001.

Observatory. Sunny, 3 double 

bedrooms, fully renovated, secured 

cottage. BICs, 2 baths, kitchen and 

two living rooms onto courtyard, 

fireplace in lounge, fully curtained. Pre-

paid elec. Avialable from mid-June. 

R6500 pm. Phone 0216895260 or 

0845116001.

Athlone:  One bedroom with en-suite 

available in neat house. Use of all 

amenities, ph. line & laundry. Close 

to public transport & shops. R 1500 

pm plus deposit. Avail immediately 

0847462057.

“Observatory:  Rooms to let. Fully-

furnished house. Adsl/broadband: 

payphone; washing machine. 

Mature students or post-grads. 
R2100 to R2500 pm. Avail.1st june - 

short or long lease.  Contact Colleen: 

0824535319 or colleenand@telkomsa.

net”

Rondebosch:  Fully furnished 

bachelor flat.  Separate kitchen and 

bathroom, Prepaid electricity, 2min 

walk to Riverside Mall and Shops.  

R3300 pm.  Contact: 0722131324 or 

mdlsha022@uct.ac.za

Quiet furnished garden flat, own 

entrance and access to pool, no 

smoking. Prefer Post grad student, 

available from 1st June 2009:  

Contact: Tel/Fax 0216711928.

Kenilworth: A new loft apartment with 

safe underground parking. R3500pm.  

Available immediately.  Contact 

Heather 0825668803

Athlone:  Fully furnished, self-catering 

cottage to rent R2500 Inclusive.  

Available 01 June 2009.  Off-street 

parking and on the bus route. Seeking 

non-smoker with sober habits. 

Contact: 0844947125 or (h) 

0216970073. 

FOR SALE

For Sale: Hi-Tec Fynbos woman’s 

Hiking Shoe, size UK 8, hardly used, 

R70. Yamaha Natural Sound Stereo 

Cassette Deck K-560 (circa 1980) 

free to audiophile, needs repair. 

Contact Richard:  0216502786 or  

0834556297.

For Sale: Defy chest deep freeze 

210 litre, can also be used as fridge 

in excellent condition in Green Point. 

R1300. Phone augustine between 

9am and 6pm:  0214392255 or 

0834455005.

For Sale:  Mercedes 230 E, 25 years 

old, good working order, voetstoets, 

R18,000 neg.  Sms Jill: 0834151563 

or e-mail jill.thorne@hiv-research.org.za

For Sale:  Mazda Etude  1.6, Gold, 

2000 model, power steering,air 

-conditioning, alarm,Mags, Excellent 

condition, Pioneer sound system and 

tracker. 183 000 km.  R46 500 neg. 

Contact: 0216505816 or 0733813879 

or sms.”

Amazingly fresh ‘Harvest of Hope’ 

organic vegetables.  Grown in 

community gardens in Khayelitsha 

and delivered every Tuesday to 

UCT.  R95 large and R65 small box. 

Email: Harvestofhope@abalimi.org.

za or visit www.harvestofhope.co.za

“CD For Sale:  Artist: Rus Nerwich 

Title: Under the poetree. Price: R80 

brand new (latest album) contact: ext. 

4739 or 0716775061.”

For Sale: 2002 Mercedes A160, 

180,000 km. excellent condition; 

Power steering, automatic 

transmission, AC, Radio/CD.Visiting 

scholar returning to the   USA  ; 

must sell; Available 20 June 2009. R 

75,000. Contact: Dr. Seth Pollack at 

0715346386 or seth_pollack@csumb.

edu

CD For Sale:  Artist: James Grace 

Title: Granada. Music of Spain. R80 

tel: ext.4739 or 0716775061. 

GENERAL

Eagle Transcription & Translation 
Services:  Transcription of audio 

sound files, mp3 or .AVI format, 

cassettes.  Special Offer: 7 cents 

per word.  Tel: 0217611866 or  

0848129386.  Email: eagle@iburst.

co.za  or lorrhein@gmail.com

“Proofreading and editing of thesis 

and other documents. Good rates.

Contact Martin: 0766145677or martin.

editor@gmail.com or mailto:6145677/

martin.editor@gmail.com “

Tutor sought for homework 

supervision for Grade 5 girl, in 

Brooklyn area. Please call Deidre on 

082 894 9712 to discuss rates and 

hours.

“Want to be a model but don’t 
know how: Grace Model Agency 

School will teach and give you the 

needed advantage to be able to 

compete in the modeling world. 

Contact us: www.gracemodels.co.za 

or 0878089651.”

“Editor/proofreader available 

for postgraduate theses, journal 

articles etc. Experience in academic 

publishing. CV/references on request. 

Contact Dave: 0828990452 or david.

buchanan@telkomsa.net”

Pro-Files Professional Services 

Professional thesis typing and proof-

reading Additional thesis editing service 

available on request.Professional CVs 

compiled by recruitment specialists. 

Call Lorna Beaumont or Nadia Lurie on 

021 671-3206

Grade 5 boy in Sea Point requires 

tutor for homework from 5pm-6.30pm 

daily. Preferably experienced in 

maths & Afrikaans. Contact Kelly on 

0825661132 after 12pm onwards.  

Editor/proofreader, with 25 years’ 

experience, will help perfect your thesis 

and journal writing. Contact louise.

mitchell@uct.ac.za or 0216856790.

“Overweight and Rundown: Lose 

7kgs or more in 30 days. No drugs. 

Look good.Feel great.

Phone 0738403992 or  Web. 

Bestweightloss.co.za”

Considering adoption:  Join the 

adoption support group run by clinical 

psychologist and adoptive mother 

starting in July.  Contact Jean  Jean.

luyt@uct.ac.za or 0846854839.

6-Month Internship: The Institutional 

Planning Department.  Closing date: 

12 June 2009.  Tel: 021 650 2179 for 

details and queries or email rochelle.

speller@uct.ac.za

A Zimbabwean lady, Edith Makaka, 

is looking for a job as a Char and is 

available on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Contact her on 0787527781.  For ref 

contact S Smith on 0731217564. 

Editing & Proofreading offered by 

experienced,qualified person. Useful 

for theses, and journal articles. Contact 

Rose Shearer:  0765027706 or  

caradomhain@xnets.co.za

Professional dressmaker, designer 

for bridal and exclusive evening 

wear. Alterations professionally done. 

Contact: 0214470350 or 0797351600.
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Viljoen eyes national fencing title
HELEN THÉRON

Top-ranked South African fencer 
Jacques Viljoen sees himself 

as an athlete and strategist. Both 
are important components in this 
modern sport rooted in 12th-century 
Europe.

But tradition, athleticism and 
tactics aside, there’s a hugely enjoy-
able aspect to fencing in the 21st 
century.

“I have to admit, what could be 
cooler than sword fi ghting?” Viljoen 
asks.

Vice-president of the UCT Fenc-
ing Club and chairperson of Uni-
versity Sport South Africa (USSA) 
fencing, Viljoen underscored his 
standing again on 10 May, winning 
the men’s foil title at the Western 
Province championships at the UCT 
Sports Centre.

Viljoen is the country’s top-
ranked male foil fencer and has 
been for some years – except in 
2007, when he took a gap year and 
fenced professionally in Europe, 
competing on the world junior 
circuit. 

Nationally, the second-year 
fi ne-arts student has won many age 
group championships and most of 

the senior opens on the national 
circuit. But he has his sights set 
on bigger things. Last year he was 
placed second at the Senior National 
Championships in Pretoria. 

“I hope to go one better this year 
and take the title at the SA nation-
als. I consider my best results to be 
those from international or foreign 
domestic competitions. I medalled 
and won a number of British tourna-
ments, which include a second place 
at Cambridge earlier this year.”

Last year Viljoen bagged the 
UCT sports award for best fi rst year, 
“quite an honour”. 

Joint third at the provincial 
championships was UCT’s Yasmin 
Henkel, who also won the Women’s 
Foil on 9 May. (A WP fencing rule 
allows the top-ranked woman fencer 
to compete in the men’s event.)

“Yasmin beat many experienced 
men fencers to make the semi-fi nal, 
possibly her best result yet,” said 
Viljoen.

Club president Michael Malahe 
was placed third in the men’s epée.

UCT will host the 2009 Senior 
National Championships on 13 and 
14 June, followed by the USSA 
Fencing Championships from 19 to 
23 June

Both UCT men’s and women’s 
hockey first teams have climbed 

to the top halves of their logs in the 
Western Province Hockey Union’s 
Grand Challenge League. The 
women’s first team convincingly beat 
Bellville 5-0 on 16 May, and the men 

drubbed Mutual Cape Peninsula 
University of Technology (CPUT) 9-1. 
Stellenbosch remains way ahead in 
the women’s log, while Pinelands lead 
the men’s division. Left: UCT’s Nicola 
Walters, chased by Paulene de Bruin 
of Bellville.

In what was the most evenly-balanced intervarsity in 
recent memory, the FNB UCT First XV and the Uni-

versity of Stellenbosch’s Maties played to a 16-all draw at 
Newlands Stadium on Saturday, May 9.

For once, Maties did not hog the ball, or camp out on 
the UCT goal line for extended periods. Well, not after the 
fi rst 20 minutes anyway, when a Maties try – taking their 
early advantage to 8-0 – spurred UCT into action.

By half-time, a penalty and a smartly-executed solo 
try and conversion by Matthew Rosslee took UCT to a 
surprise 10-8 lead.

Two more penalties by Rosslee saw UCT, halfway into 
the second half, to a 16-8 lead. Not a comfortable margin 
by any means, but certainly – what with some errors slip-
ping into the Stellenbosch game – not what the bookies 
would’ve read in the tea leaves that morning. 

But, true to form and their formidable street rep, Ma-

ties staged a late comeback, knocking over a penalty and 
touching down once to level the scores at 16-16.

Not so true to form was their failure to press home the 
advantage, missing both the conversion and a kickable late 
penalty. 

Once again coach John Dobson had to watch the inter-
varsity crown slip through his side’s fi ngers.

“I think we played poorly – we made far too many 
handling errors and then slipped too many tackles in those 
last 15 minutes,” Dobson told varsitycup.co.za on Mon-
day. “If you make those sorts of mistakes against a team 
like Stellenbosch, you are not going to win. 

“For me, it’s just frustrating that in our last two big 
games, against Pukke and now Maties, we have squan-
dered what looked like winning positions.”

(UCT’s game on 15 May was washed out, and post-
poned to late June.)

It’s been two months since 
classes started, but many 

staff and students remain 
unaware that the martial art 
of Tai Chi is alive and well, 
and in mid-kick on campus.

Classes are now held 
by Richard Jordi, who has 
practised Tai Chi for 13 
years, at the Mac Club in 
the Bernard Fuller build-
ing on medical campus on 
Tuesdays from 12h45 to 
13h45. Like most martial 
arts, Tai Chi reduces stress, 
strengthens the body and 
improves well-being, only 
in slow motion. And in a 
crime-ridden society such 
as ours, who knows when 
you might be attacked 
by a narcoleptic zombie 
overdosed on benzodi-
azepines?

Anyone interested in 
the Tuesday lunchtime Tai 
Chi classes should contact 
Richard at Richard.Jordi@
uct.ac.za.

DANIELLA POLLOCK

On 2 May, 21 extreme 
marathoners set out on a 

mission to conquer 100 miles 
of rugged terrain. Of the twelve 
fi nishers, two of the top three 
were from UCT.

William Robinson, a 
postgraduate student in the 
mathematics department, 
fi nished second (19:51) and 
cardiologist Professor Andrzej 
‘AO’ Okreglicki fi nished third 
(23:06). They were running 
the 5th Addo 100 Miler, South 
Africa’s only 100-mile trail run, 
in the Addo Elephant National 
Park. 

“Yes, one hundred miles 
is a long way,” said fi rst-timer 
Robinson. This was double the 
length of his previous long-
est trail run. Okreglicki, on the 
other hand, has run every one, 
and won it too, in 2007.

The 100-mile race, equal to 
almost four marathons, with 19 
check points, 8 to 11km apart, 
is not for the faint-hearted. At 
06h00 on Saturday runners 
started their trek through some 
winding passes, sidestepping 
rocks in their way, to complete 
the course by Sunday – in less 
than 24 hours.

“The sun rose, the sun set; 
the moon rose, the moon set,” 
Robinson said. 

But completing such an 
iconic race is worth the effort. 
After all, this is about going for 
a run “miles away from the ur-
ban hum of traffi c and people 
and enjoying the bushveld se-
renity of one of South Africa’s 
biggest national parks”.
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100-mile 
warriors

Poised: UCT fencer Jacques Viljoen took the men’s foil title at the Western 
Province championships and is aiming at the national senior title. 

Double victory for UCT hockey

Intervarsity ends in thrilling drawSlow and 
steady 
wins the 
race

Mates: UCT and Stellenbosch in a rare collegial moment at the annual intervarsity.


