BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY – DANIEL VISSER

Daniel Visser is Professor of Private Law and Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor (with primary responsibility for research) at UCT. He was educated in South Africa and the Netherlands, obtaining doctorates in law from Pretoria University in 1980 (under JMT Labuschagne) and the University of Leyden in 1985 (under Robert Feenstra). He is a former Dean of the Faculty of Law at UCT (1996-1998) and a sometime holder of the Huber C Hurst Eminent Visiting Scholar Chair at the University of Florida (Spring Term 2001). He teaches Comparative Law, Comparative Legal History, the Law of Delict, and Unjust Enrichment at the University of Cape Town. For the past five years he has taught Comparative Law in the Juris Doctor programme at the University of Melbourne, Australia, as a Visiting Professor. He is Chair of the South African Chapter of the International Academy of Comparative Law; and a former President of the Southern African Society of Legal Historians. He has also been Chair of the Specialist Committee of the National Research Foundation’s Rating Panel for Law. 

Editorial work: He is Co-General Editor of the South African Law Journal; Regional Editor of the Restitution Law Review (UK); Member of the Editorial Board of the Edinburgh Law Review (UK); Member of the Editorial Board of the Stellenbosch Law Review; Member of the Editorial Board of Fundamina, the Journal of the Society of Legal Historians of Southern Africa; Member of the Editorial Board of De Jure; Member of the Editorial Board of Acta Juridica (1993 – 2002); Member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Contemporary Roman-Dutch Law (1979-2000 and 2008 -).

Honours: Humboldt Fellow at the University of Tübingen and the University of Regensburg, Germany (1990, 1994, 1999 and 2004); Honorary Professor of Law at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland (2001-2006); Senior Fellow of the University of Melbourne (2003-present); Fellow of the University of Cape Town (since 2006). National Research Foundation A-rated scientist (since 2007). 

Academies: He is member of the Academy of Science of South Africa (since 2005); member of the World Academy of Art and Science (since 2005); and associate member of the International Academy of Comparative Law (since 2007).

Publications: He has more than a hundred publications in the form of peer-reviewed journal publications, chapters in books and books.

Capacity-building and transformational experience: While Dean he fundraised for, and created, a successful Staff Development Programme to bring talented young black graduates into academe. In his capacity as Director of Research in the Law Faculty, he launched the Faculty’s Emerging Researcher Programme, which has been very favourably reviewed.

Quality assurance experience: He has been a member, both locally and internationally, of several quality assurance exercises.

Social engagement: He has, both as an extension of his professional activity and in other ways, sought to work for social justice in South Africa. 
