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May 13, 2021 

 

Professor Mamokgethi Phakeng 

Vice-Chancellor 

University of Cape Town 

South Africa 

        

Dear Professor Phakeng and UCT Colleagues, 
 

Letter of support for the University of Cape Town 

As faculty, staff, students, and community members affiliated with the Institute of African 

Studies at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada, we are reaching out to you to express our deep 

sadness at the loss of so much of the African Studies Collection in the fire on April 18th that 

destroyed the Jagger Reading Room at UCT. Recognizing the vital role the collection plays in 

the work of so many of our colleagues and students, we stand in solidarity with you and the 

global African Studies community to grieve this devastating loss. 

We understand that while there remains much work to be done in assessing the damage and 

identifying lost artifacts, there are efforts already underway to rebuild as much of the collection 

as possible. The Institute of African Studies is in possession of a modest collection of print and 

audiovisual materials. We commit to doing our utmost to identify and share any relevant 

holdings with UCT. If Africanists worldwide do the same, the impact can be immense. 

We will stay apprised of initiatives to help support you in the important work that lies ahead.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Christine Duff, PhD 

Director, Institute of African Studies 

 

Institute of African Studies  

439 Paterson Hall 

1125 Colonel By Drive 

Ottawa, ON Canada K1S 5B6 

Tel: (613) 520-2600, ext. 2220 Fax: (613) 520-2363 

Email: african_studies@carleton.ca 
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CO-SIGNED 

Aboubakar Sanogo, Faculty Member, Film 

Studies/African Studies 

Aisha Fofana Ibrahim, Adjunct Professor, 

Institute of African Studies, Carleton 

University 

Ann Cvetkovich, Faculty Member, 

Director, Pauline Jewett Institute of 

Women's and Gender Studies 

Anne Bowker, Faculty Member, Faculty of 

Arts and Social Science 

Audra A. Diptée, Faculty Member, 

Department of History 

Belinda Dodson, Adjunct Professor, 

Institute of African Studies, Carleton 

University 

Bernhard Leistle, Faculty Member, 

Sociology and Anthropology 

Blair Rutherford, Faculty Member, 

Sociology and Anthropology 

Brenda O'Neill, Faculty Member, Faculty 

of Public Affairs, Carleton University 

Candace Sobers, Faculty Member, Global 

and International Studies 

Carol Payne, Faculty Member, Art & 

Architectural History 

Chinnaiah Jangam, Faculty Member, 

Department of History 

Christine Duff, Faculty Member, Director, 

Institute of African Studies 

Christopher Babcock, Carleton University 

Claudia Calagoure-Perna, Carleton 

University 

Dane Rowlands, Faculty Member, Norman 

Paterson School of International Affairs 

David Hornsby, Faculty Member, Norman 

Paterson School of International Affairs 

 

 

 

David Wood, School of Linguistics and 

Language Studies 

Dominique Marshall, Faculty Member, 

Department of History 

Doris Buss, Faculty Member, Law and 

Legal Studies/Institute of African Studies 

Edward Jackson, Adjunct Professor, Public 

Policy and Administration 

Edwina Parker, Carleton University 

Femi Ajidahun, Staff, Institute of African 

Studies, Carleton University 

Firoze Manji, Adjunct Professor, Institute 

of African Studies, Carleton University 

Gerald Grant, Faculty Member, Sprott 

School of Business  

Grace Adeniyi-Ogunyankin, Adjunct 

Professor, Institute of African Studies, 

Carleton University 

Hany Besada, Adjunct Professor, Institute 

of African Studies, Carleton University 

Hashmat Khan, Department of Economics 

Ingrid Mutoni, Carleton University 

James Miller, Faculty Member, Department 

of History 

James Milner, Faculty Member, Political 

Science/African Studies 

Jane Parpart, Adjunct Professor, Sociology 

and Anthropology; Institute of Political 

Economy; African Studies 

Janice Schroeder, Faculty Member, 

Department of English Language and 

Literature 

Jason Giddings, Department of Political 

Studies (African Studies) 

Jayani Srigouranga , Department of 

Sociology and Anthropology  
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Jean Ishimwe, Carleton University 

Jessica Ursitti, Carleton University 

June Payne, Staff, Institute of African 

Studies 

Justin Paulson, Faculty Member, Institute 

of Political Economy 

Kathy Armstrong, Faculty Member, SSAC 

Music 

Louise de la Gorgendiere, Faculty 

Member, Sociology and Anthropology 

Mary Francoli, Faculty Member, Kroeger 

College of Public Affairs 

Mike Ogoso, Carleton University 

Moses Kiggundu, Faculty Member, Sprott 

School of Business 

Nana Agyei, Carleton University 

Nduka Otiono, Faculty Member, Institute 

of African Studies, Carleton University 

Nimo Bokore, Faculty Member, School of 

Social Work  

Olu Balogun, Staff, ODFASS 

Ozayr Saloojee, Faculty Member, 

Architecture 

Pauline Rankin, Faculty Member, 

Indigenous and Canadian Studies, Carleton 

University 

Randall Gess, Department of French 

Robin Norris, Faculty Member, Centre for 

Initiatives in Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Phillips, Faculty Member, Art & 

Architectural History 

Sandra Dyck, Staff, Carleton University 

Art Gallery 

Sara Ali, Political Science 

Sarah Casteel, Faculty Member, 

Department of English Language and 

Literature 

Sarah George, Department of Sociology 

and Anthropology  

Scott Mitchell, Faculty Member, 

Geography and Environmental Studies 

Shanice Bonsu, Carleton University 

Shireen Hassim, Faculty Member, 

Canada 150 Research Chair in Gender and 

African Politics, Institute of African Studies, 

Carleton University 

Tinuola Akinwande, Political 

science/African Studies  

Tokunbo Ojo, Adjunct Professor, Institute 

of African Studies, Carleton University 

Vivian Solana, Faculty Member, Sociology 

and Anthropology 

Walter Omariba, Adjunct Professor, 

Institute of African Studies, Carleton 

University 

Wuleimat Azeez, Political Science (minor 

African Studies) 

Yiagadeesen (Teddy) Samy, Faculty 

Member, Norman Paterson School of 

International Affairs 


