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UCT Youth Month expert list

The media can contact the following academics at the University of Cape Town (UCT) for
comment during Youth Month.

Name

Area of expertise

Contact details

Dr Jane Kelly, Senior
Research Officer,
Adolescent Accelerators
Research Hub

Adolescent mothers, school
progression and completion in
adolescent girls, adolescent
and youth-friendly healthcare
services

Jane.Kelly@uct.ac.za

Emeritus Professor
Marjanne Senekal,
Division of Physiological
Sciences

Nutrition — healthy eating,
weight management, nutrition
myths and claims

marjanne.senekal@uct.ac.za

Associate Professor
Elona Toska, Chief
Research Officer,
Centre for Social
Science Research

Young people living with and
affected by HIV/AIDS in
resource-limited settings,
adolescent and young people's
sexual and reproductive health
rights (SRHR), adolescent
motherhood and their children,
social and structural factors
which underlie HIV acquisition
and SRHR

elona.toska@uct.ac.za

Professor Heather Zar,
Chair Department of
Paediatrics and Child
Health, and director of
the MRC Unit on Child
and Adolescent Health

Vaccine preventable diseases,
child lung health including
pneumonia, TB, HIV-
associated lung disease and
asthma

heather.zar@uct.ac.za

Chuma Busakhwe,
Research Assistant,
Adolescent Accelerators
Research Hub

Youth mental health, early
motherhood, sexual and
reproductive health

chuma.busa@acceleratehub.org

Lucy Jamieson, UCT
Children’s Institute
Senior Researcher

Child rights, participatory
democracy, governance, law

lucy.jamieson@uct.ac.za

021 650 1466
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reform and policy

development, child protection

Chelsea Coakley,
Research Officer,
Adolescent
Engagement and
Participation,
Adolescent Accelerators
Research Hub

Peer-based models, adolescent
participation, empowerment

and well-being

Chelsea.coakley@acceleratehub
-org

Dr Pertina
Nyamukondiwa, Junior
Research Fellow,
Adolescent Accelerators
Research Hub

HIV risk and exposure

pertina.nyamukondiwa@acceler
atehub.org
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