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New climate fiction game shows how our choices will shape the 

future 

  

Today, 10 May, people around the world will get to decide what their climate futures will 
look like by playing Survive the Century, a climate fiction game about the political, 
environmental and social choices humans will face between 2021 and 2100 as we adapt 
to the ravages of climate change. This online game is a work of fiction, but it is informed 
by real science. 

 

The player of the game is the editor of a popular newspaper and chooses headlines 
that influence public opinion and political responses to climate change, that include a 
green recovery from COVID-19. The player’s choices shape the future, and they’re able 
to read the news that results, including short fiction by Lauren Beukes, Rajat 
Chaudhuri, Maria Turtschaninoff and Sophia Al-Maria. 
  

Created by best-selling author Sam Beckbessinger in collaboration with renowned climate 
scientists Dr Christopher Trisos from the African Climate and Development Initiative at the 
University of Cape Town and Associate Professor Simon Nicholson from the American 
University, the game aims to show players that there are steps we can take to mitigate 
global heating and ensure an equitable, green future. Trisos and Nicholson are both 
project leads. 
  

Trisos shared: "Climate change can feel very distant. Scientific computer models make 
forecasts for global temperature in 2100 where we limit global warming to some level or 
let it create a hellscape. But this far-off climate future depends on choices people make 
today. Stories of potential pathways to the future, based on science, are essential because 
they let us experiment with what it will be like to make choices to adapt to climate change 
(or not) and feel an emotional connection with the consequences of those choices. 
  

“I’d hope what the game does is let people experience that the choices they make today 
matter, and that every bit of a degree of warming matters. If you’re going down the 
highway of climate change and miss the 1.5°C exit, that doesn’t mean you’re committed 
to hell. Try and get off at 1.6°C. If you miss that, try and get off before 2°C. I really hope 
this helps communicate that.” 
  

https://survivethecentury.net/
https://laurenbeukes.com/
https://www.rajatchaudhuri.net/
https://www.rajatchaudhuri.net/
https://www.mariaturtschaninoff.com/english
https://sophiaalmaria.wordpress.com/
https://sambeckbessinger.com/
https://climaterisklab.com/team/
https://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/snichols.cfm


Nicholson added: "Climate change is not just some distant environmental matter. Climate 
change is made and experienced by people. How the future will play out is going to be 
shaped by choices taken by people today, and tomorrow, and the day after. We need 
better tools for understanding and peering into that future, not out of a sense that we 
can know for certain what awaits, but so that we can more clearly see the important 
choices available to us today." 
  

“I created Survive the Century because I felt hopeless, and I wanted to explore the ways 
in which we still have power, our choices matter, and it’s not all over just yet,” shared 
game creator Beckbessinger. 
  

View the game. 

 

Watch the trailer. 
  
Download headshots, promotional images and screenshots. 
  

Media enquiries 

  
Sam Beckbessinger; sam.beckbessinger@gmail.com 
  

ENDS 
Issued by: UCT Communication and Marketing Department 
  
Aamirah Sonday 
Media Liaison and Monitoring Officer 
Communication and Marketing Department 
University of Cape Town 
Rondebosch 
Tel: (021) 650 5427 
Email: aamirah.sonday@uct.ac.za 
Website: www.uct.ac.za 
 

https://survivethecentury.net/
https://youtu.be/QsVUiEDgLE4
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xUK21bqgdmgDUYE5ZIbUqbYDNk7Mlryn?usp=sharing
mailto:sam.beckbessinger@gmail.com
mailto:aamirah.sonday@uct.ac.za
http://www.uct.ac.za/

