
 

 

 

07 June 2017 

UCT current affairs commentary expert list 
 

(South Africa facing a technical recession, Cape storms, terror attacks, electricity tariff 

hike, unqualified or underqualified teachers and the future of gas) 

 

The following academics at the University of Cape Town are available for commentary on 
current affairs. 
 

Name Area of expertise Contact details 

South Africa facing a technical recession 

Professor Haroon Bhorat, Director of 
the Development Policy Research 
Unit at the School of Economics 

Labour economics, poverty and 
income distribution.  

Azwi Mufamadi 
Email: azwi.mufamadi@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5427 

Dr Co-Pierre Georg, African Institute 
of Financial Markets and Risk 
Management 

Microfinance, microeconomics of 
banking, computational economics, 
quantitative finance. 

Azwi Mufamadi 
Email: azwi.mufamadi@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5427 

Cape storms  

Professor Bruce Hewitson, SA 
Research Chair in Climate 
Change at the Department of 

Environmental and Geographical 
Science 

Climate modelling, regional climate 
change, downscaling, and analysis 
methodologies.  

Thami Nkwanyane 
Email: thami.nkwanyane@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5672 

Dr Peter Johnston, Researcher at 
the Climate System Analysis Group 
at the Department of Environmental 
and Geographical Science 

Impact of climate variability and 
change on various user sectors, and 
agriculture and water related 
activities with special emphasis on 
vulnerability and adaptation options. 

 
Thami Nkwanyane 
Email: thami.nkwanyane@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5672 

Terror attacks 

Professor Phillipe-Joseph Salazar, 
Distinguished Professor in Rhetoric 
at the Department of Private Law 

Terrorism Azwi Mufamadi 
Email: azwi.mufamadi@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5427 

Proposed electricity tariff hike 

Professor Anton Eberhard, Head of 
Department of Managing 
Infrastructure Reform & Regulation, 
Graduate School of Business.  

Restructuring and regulation of the 
electricity sector, investment 
challenges, and linkages to 
sustainable development 

Thami Nkwanyane 
Email: thami.nkwanyane@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5672 

Unqualified or underqualified teachers 

Jon Clark, Director of Schools 
Development Unit at the School of 
Education 

Schools improvement, teacher 
training and curriculum 
development 

Elijah Moholola 
Email: elijah.moholola@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5674 
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Future of gas and oil in SA 

Professor Harro von Blottnitz, 
professor in the Department of 
Chemical Engineering  

Multiple challenges of sustainable 
development in developing 
countries, Sustainability and 
Systems Analysis, Renewable Fuels 
Processing (biogas, biodiesel and 
bio-ethanol), Waste Management 
and Sustainable Consumption  

Elijah Moholola 
Email: elijah.moholola@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5674 

Honorary Professor Jim Petrie, 
Institute for Chemical Engineers 
(IChemE) Western Cape board 
member 

Sustainability in developing 
countries 

Elijah Moholola 
Email: elijah.moholola@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5674 
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