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UCT current affairs commentary expert list 

(State of the Nation Address, Mining Indaba and Public Mental Health) 

  
The following academics at the University of Cape Town can be contacted by the media for 
commentary on current affairs. 
  

Name Area of Expertise Contact Details 

 
State of the Nation Address 
 

Emeritus Professor Ian 
Scott, Centre for Higher 
Education Development 
 

Post-school (particularly higher) 
education policy and funding, 
student financial aid and the ‘free 
higher education’ issue, shortages 
of graduate skills, and 
transformation. 
 

Azwi Mufamadi 
Email: azwi.mufamadi@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5427 

Professor Trevor Gaunt, 
Department of Electrical 
Engineering 
 

Electricity supply and 
electrification; nuclear energy. 

Azwi Mufamadi 
Email: azwi.mufamadi@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5427 

Dr Co-Pierre Georg, senior 
lecturer, UCT GSB and the 
African Institute of Financial 
Markets and Risk 
Management 

Microfinance, microeconomics of 
banking, computational economics 
and quantitative finance. 

Thami Nkwanyane  
Email: thami.nkwanyane@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5672 

Professor Ingrid Woolard, 
School of Economics UCT 
and Research Associate of 
the Southern African Labour 
and Development Unit  
 
 

Income inequality, the 
measurement of poverty, fiscal 
policy and labour market issues. 

Sino Mdunjeni 
Email: sino.mdunjeni@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 4976  

Professor Murray 
Leibbrandt, Pro Vice-
Chancellor, Poverty and 
Inequality Initiative 

South African poverty‚ inequality 
and labour market dynamics. 

Azwi Mufamadi 
Email: azwi.mufamadi@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5427 
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Mining Indaba  
 

Ms Asanda Benya, Lecturer, 
Department of Sociology  

Gender and equality in mining Jess Loizides 
Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 5671 

 
Public Mental Health  
 

Professor Crick Lund, 
Director of Alan J Flisher 
Centre for Public Mental 
Health, Department of 
Psychiatry and Mental 
Health   

Public mental health Sino Mdunjeni 
Email: sino.mdunjeni@uct.ac.za  
Tel: 021 650 4976  
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Azwi Mufamadi 
Media Liaison and Monitoring Officer 
Communication and Marketing Department 
University of Cape Town 
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