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Cape Town, 4 September 2009

Distinguished Women Scientist Awards:

The Department of Science and Technology, through the South African Women in Science Awards, recognises women whose distinguished achievements in science, technology, innovation and research are an inspiration to the nation.  The annual awards programme was initiated in 2003 to pay tribute to women scientists as role models and to encourage women to consider research professions as rewarding careers. 
 

Members of industry, higher education institutions, professional bodies and research organisations were requested to nominate women scientists.  A panel evaluated the nominations and shortlisted three applicants in the main categories, namely Distinguished Women Scientist Award and Best Emerging Scientist Award.  Shortlisted nominees were presented, and the winners were announced, on 21 August in celebration of Women's Month, at a prestigious gala dinner at the Hilton Hotel in Sandton.  The University of Cape Town was very well represented in all categories and scooped a first prize and a second prize in the two main categories.
 

Best Emerging Scientist Award:  This category rewards a young scientist for outstanding scientific contribution in the area of Natural Sciences or Engineering. The winner was Dr Amanda Weltman:  Lecturer in Department of Mathematics and Applied Mathematics, University of Cape Town
 

Dr Amanda Weltman completed her PhD in Physics at Columbia University in New York in 2006.  During her PhD studies, Dr Weltman co-authored two important papers proposing the chameleon mechanism, which has developed into one of the hottest new topics in contemporary theoretical cosmology.  She has received fellowships from Columbia, NASA and Cambridge, and was elected to the South African Gravity Society Council in 2008.

 

Distinguished Women Scientist Award:  This category rewards a scientist for outstanding research in the area of Natural Sciences or Engineering. The first runner up was Prof Jill Farrant, our A-rated NRF Scientist from the Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology, University of Cape Town.

 

Jill is a world leader in the field of plant responses to water deficit stress (drought/desiccation tolerance). This field of research is vital to agriculture in South Africa, a land that is predominantly arid or semi-arid, with only 11.6% being suitable for agriculture.  Her work will increase in relevance even further as the world’s climate changes with consequent impact on plants.
Fellowship for a Women Scientist

UCT PhD student in Medical Virology, Ms Zizipho Mbulawa, from the faculty of Health Sciences was awarded a fellowship for a woman scientist in a field where participation by women is traditionally low.
Achiever Award for a Woman Research in the Area of Indigenous Knowledge and Local Innovation

Alumni Rhoda Malgas who obtained an MSc in Botany from UCT was first runner up in the category of Indigenous Knowledge and Local Innovation.  Rhoda is involved in a research project on climate change adaption among small-scale famers.  
Well done to our Women in Science. We are proud of you all. 
