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12 August 2008 

UCT challenges HIV-related stigma with Stop Stigma Rally

UCT’s Vice-Chancellor Dr Max Price and staff and student leaders will address the important issue of HIV and AIDS-related stigma at a special event, Stop Stigma Rally on 21 August, 2008.
South African Music Awards (SAMA) award-winning singer Tasha Baxter, actress Hlubi Mboya (Isidingo) and renowned documentary photographer Paul Weinberg will contribute to the event.

*****
Contact: Sean Brown

HAICU (HIV/AIDS Coordination - UCT), 28 Rhodes Avenue, Mowbray, UCT

Tel: 021 650 1005; Fax: 021 650 3600; sean.brown@uct.ac.za ; www.hivaids.uct.ac.za .

*****

Event:

UCT Stop Stigma Rally

Theme: 

An HIV & AIDS anti-stigma and anti-xenophobia themed event  

Time:


1-2pm

Date:


Thursday, 21 August 2008

Place:


Jammie Plaza, Upper Campus, UCT (relocated to Jammie Hall if wet)

Organised by: 
HAICU (HIV/AIDS Coordination Unit – UCT)
Days after the conclusion of the International AIDS Conference in Mexico, UCT’s Vice-Chancellor Max Price will deliver a keynote address to staff and students on the importance of challenging HIV-related stigma. Outgoing Deputy Vice-Chancellor Martin Hall will also address the UCT community, as will the SRC President, Thulani Madinginye. 

Hlubi Mboya, who plays HIV-positive Nandipa in the popular SA TV drama, Isidingo, will MC the event, whilst music will be provided by Tasha Baxter and her band. A Stop Stigma photographic exhibition of the UCT community against stigma by Paul Weinberg will be on display between the pillars of Jammie Hall. 
To kick off the event (at 1pm), there will be a 'surprise' freeze by first year drama students. This performance art will serve to draw attention of persons on the Plaza to the event. Students will become motionless or freeze in their tracks to symbolise the 'stopping' of stigma. 

HAICU has interviewed UCT students who have not publicly disclosed their HIV-positive status and have heard the negative comments and perceptions of their peers towards those who are living with HIV and AIDS. These students listen to these stigmatizing attitudes in silence, unable to say anything for fear of being 'found out', judged and isolated.

The purpose of the event, hosted by HAICU (HIV/AIDS Coordination - UCT), is to allow the University community to demonstrate that there is no place for stigma and discrimination on their campus. The aim is to create an environment in which students and staff living with HIV can publicly disclose their status if they so choose. HIV should be seen as a manageable chronic condition.

We also want to utilize this opportunity to make a statement against the terrible discrimination that has resulted from xenophobia. We have requested that student societies make a stand against HIV/AIDS-related stigma and also xenophobia, by attending with their society banners.
As the first higher education institution in South Africa to establish an HIV unit, UCT continues to strive to tackle the HIV epidemic through public events and campaigns, and has also assumed a leadership position regarding HIV and AIDS management, service provision, research, teaching and social outreach. 
END

Please confirm your attendance no later than Wednesday, 20 August 2008 at 16h00, by e-mailing Sean Brown at: sean.brown@uct.ac.za
Issued by: 

Gerda Kruger

Executive Director: Communications & Marketing Department 

University of Cape Town 


“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”
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