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Media Release 






    07 August 2008 
UCT Public Conversation

“Voices, Visions and Hopes of our Youth: 

What is Missing in Our Young Democracy?”
12 August 2008, 17h30 for 18h00, Kramer Building, Middle Campus, UCT

Featured Speakers: Dr. Mamphele Ramphele; Dr. Alex Boraine and Minister of Finance Mr. Trevor Manuel.

Organisers: Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela & Chris van der Merwe, University of Cape Town

A public conversation at the University of Cape Town will bring together Dr. Alex Boraine, Dr. Mamphela Ramphele and Minister of Finance Mr. Trevor Manuel to reflect on the state of our young Democracy. Inspired by the words of Nelson Mandela, “When you invest in the youth, you invest in the future,” the event will be led by a representative group of five young people from Khayelitsha, Athlone and Rondebosch who will discuss the challenges they face as young people in South Africa. 

Since 1994 South Africa has been lauded as the poster child for democracy in Africa. In recent months, however, there have been disturbing forms of public discourse in our society that in different ways seem to be threatening the values and practices of a democratic nation. What is the state of political leadership in South Africa? What kind of youth leadership is necessary to address the diverse needs of our youth? How can we create the conditions necessary for different voices of South African youth to emerge and engage in public dialogue about their daily struggles?  

UCT associate professor Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, organiser of the event, explained the purpose of the event: “The emergence of new challenges and threats to our democracy have made the need for dialogue in our society more important than ever. The public conversations are designed to enhance healthy exchange among South Africans from all walks of life, and to generate public dialogue about how the challenges can become opportunities for engagement on a range of levels that could strengthen our democracy.”   
END

Please confirm your attendance no later than Monday, 11 August 2008 at 16h00, by e-mailing Dineo Noganta at: dineo.noganta@uct.ac.za 

For further queries, please call 021 – 650 5674. 
Issued by: 

Gerda Kruger

Executive Director: Communications & Marketing Department 

University of Cape Town 


“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”

2

