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UCT rolls up its green sleeves

The University of Cape Town will have its first Green Week from 4 to 8 August 2008.

A series of events have been organized to create awareness of environmental issues in particular climate change and sustainable practices. 

Events include an all-day Sustainable Living Expo in Jameson Hall, documentary screenings, panel debates, talks and other awareness raising activities such as the Waste Monster on Jammie Plaza and the Green Police patrolling the campus. 
Green Week – a student project run by the Green Campus Initiative and endorsed by the university. Green Week is aligned with the Green Campus Plan, a policy framework endorsed by Senate. 
Internationally, universities, businesses, cities and countries have begun to consider environmental sustainability and are acting on the huge challenges and dangers of climate change facing our generation. 

The greater plan is to shift UCT to becoming a carbon-neutral, environmentally conscious organisation, tapping the energies of staff and student volunteers. 

The Green Campus Initiative started out as the UCT Department of Botany’s own plan to address climate change. They have been recycling successfully for over a year. The initiative gathered momentum on campus, attracting support from UCT’s Earthlife Society and the Properties & Services Department. 
“I’m delighted to see the students taking the initiative on this important issue,” Vice-Chancellor Dr Max Price said. “This is student activism in another guise. The cause is extremely important to us as a campus and concerns every one of us as responsible citizens.” 

Several projects are underway, and these include clusters of recycling bins around campus, both in the open spaces and within buildings and residences. These will take plastic, paper, glass and tins, with the bin lids colour-coded accordingly. 
A recycling road show will visit each building to outline the “green plans”. 
“It’s not just about recycling waste,” Properties & Services executive director John Critien said. “It’s also about a bigger picture including fuel and electricity hikes. We have to cut down now because UCT is also feeling the pinch.” 
Another initiative around Green Week is the Ridelink Initiative – a web-based programme that allows staff and students to carpool. During Green Week, students and staff who are found to be sole occupants of their vehicles on campus will be ‘ticketed’ by the Green Police. 

The Ridelink Initiative will be launched at the Sustainability Expo in the Jameson Hall on Monday, 4 August. 
Other projects linked to this campaign include the Sustainable Kramer Building Programme, including a series of documentaries, one examining the rift between Western café society and impoverished Ethiopian coffee growers. 

Furthermore, one initiative in the Green Week campaign that shows just how high the stakes have become – two red lines are being painted on Tugwell residence to show two new sea levels. An average temperature rise of 3 degrees C will push the sea level up to Tugwell’s third floor. A 5 degrees C temperature hike will see the sea level settle around the fifth floor. 
Driving the message home, during Green Week the UCT home page will go green – literally. 

Green Week, day by day:
· Monday, 4 August: Visit the sustainable living expo in the Jameson Hall. Join the Ridelink Initiative introducing carpools. Calculate your carbon footprint and win a botanical society membership. 

· Tuesday, 5 August: Join the panel debate on environmental sustainability in Leslie Science 2A at 13h00, chaired by Professor Merle Sowman and including four keynote speakers. Visit the Waste Monster on Jameson Plaza. 

· Wednesday, 6 August: Building-to-building road show tea in the Department of Botany. Listen to Stephen Jacobs of The Natural Step talk about environmental sustainability, in the Beattie LT at 13h00. 

. 
For further queries on the activities, please contact the Green Week Coordinators:

Katinka Lund Waagsaether 
Green Campus Initiative 
Cell: 0799123100  

Email: wgskat001@uct.ac.za  
Susan Botha                                                      

Green Campus Initiative
Tel. 021 – 650 3716 

Cell: 084 329 8410 

Email: s.botha@uct.ac.za
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Executive Director: Communication & Marketing Department 

University of Cape Town 

“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”
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