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 11 June 2008 

UCT awards over a thousand qualifications in mid-year graduations
Over a thousand students will graduate this week from the University of Cape Town. This mid-year graduation will also be the last official graduation ceremonies for the current Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Professor Njabulo S. Ndebele. 
Professor Ndebele will make his final address at the graduation ceremony of 09h30 on Friday, 13 June, marking the end of his tenure as Vice-Chancellor for UCT. His term ends on 30 June. 
Taking place at UCT’s Jameson Memorial Hall on Upper Campus, the graduation ceremonies will take the following order: 
· Thursday, 12 June at 14h30 – Graduate School of Business 

· Friday, 13 June at 09h30 – Humanities, Health Sciences, Engineering & the Built Environment and Law faculties. (Prof Ndebele delivers his final graduation address at this ceremony, and all honorary recipients will be awarded at this ceremony)
· Friday, 13 June at 14h30 – Commerce (excludes GSB) and Science faculties.
A total of 1 137 students will graduate – these include 71 PhDs (there were 59 PhD qualifications in June last year). The breakdown of the graduate numbers’ is as follows: 

· Faculty of Commerce: 485 – number is inclusive of 1 PhD

· Faculty of Science: 137 – number is inclusive of 20 PhDs

· Faculty of Health Sciences: 94 – number is inclusive of 24 PhDs  

· Faculty of Law: 79 – number is inclusive of 1 PhD
· Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment: 98 – number is inclusive of 9 PhDs

· Faculty of Humanities: 244 – number is inclusive of 16 PhDs. 

Professor Njabulo Ndebele says, “With all challenges facing the country, including the shortage of skills, UCT is proud to be contributing to the provision of skills necessary to address these challenges”. 
UCT will also award three honorary degrees this week to the following outstanding citizens and leaders in their respective fields: 
· Advocate George Bizos will be awarded a Doctor of Laws honoris causa.  The renowned human rights lawyer’s record is synonymous with the struggle against apartheid and he continues to be a passionate advocate for human rights.  He is member of the Judicial Services Commission and sits on the bench of the Johannesburg High Court. His awards include, among others, the Order for Meritorious Service Class 2 Medal – awarded to him by former President Nelson Mandela and the Duma Nokwe Human Rights & Democracy Award. His autobiography is titled ‘Odyssey to Freedom’.  
· Dr Eric Goemaere will be awarded a Doctor of Science honoris causa.  Having come to South Africa in August of 1999 to initiate the first comprehensive HIV treatment programme in the primary care public health sector in Khayelitsha, funded by Medecins Sans Frontieres, he forged strong relationships with the School of Public Health and Family Medicine at UCT. He has 20 years of experience in the fields of medicine, public health and humanitarian aid, with significant local, national and international strategic planning experience.  

· Dr Lillian Cingo will be awarded a Doctor of Social Science honoris causa. Her graduation will take place on the 13th of June 2008. Her extensive health service work has had a great impact on isolated communities through the services provided by the Transnet-Phelophepa Health Care Train since 1995, and which she continues to manage in her seventieth year. Her commitment to the development of communities in which she works and lives is long standing both in the United Kingdom during the years 1966 and 1994, and after her return to South Africa in 1994.  

Professor Ndebele says honorary degrees aim to recognise outstanding work by committed and dedicated leaders in various fields. “These honorary recipients have and continue to contribute selflessly to the building of better societies in the social and economic areas, as well as areas of academia. With these awards, we not only recognise them but applaud them for their exemplary and sterling contributions”, he states. 

ENDS
Issued by: 

Gerda Kruger 

Executive Director: Communications & Marketing Department 

University of Cape Town 
MEDIA NOTICE

· Members of the media are invited to attend all the graduation ceremonies. 

· Please indicate your attendance for each ceremony by sending an e-mail to dineo.noganta@uct.ac.za , or contact Dineo Noganta at +27 (0)21 650 5674. 


“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”
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