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14 May 2008 

UCT honours Lord Wolfson in London 
The University of Cape Town this morning, 14 May 2008, honoured Lord Leonard Wolfson with the degree of Doctor of Science (DSc) honoris causa. The graduation ceremony took place at the South Africa House in London, with the University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Njabulo S Ndebele presiding over the ceremony. 

Vice-Chancellor and Principal of UCT, Professor Njabulo S. Ndebele said honorary degrees aim to recognise outstanding work by committed and dedicated leaders in various fields, and Lord Wolfson meets the requirements. “The University of Cape Town is privileged to have the opportunity to confer this award on Lord Wolfson. His distinguished contribution to education and research globally is valuable, and as an institution, we are only proud to be associated with him,” Prof. Ndebele stated. 

Lord Wolfson is the founding trustee and current Chairman of the Wolfson Foundation which was founded in the United Kingdom in 1955. Through the Foundation, he has had a significant impact in supporting areas of higher education, and medical and scientific research in the United Kingdom, Israel and South Africa. 
Born in 1927, he joined Great Universal Stores, a company built up in the early part of the 20th Century by his father, Sir Isaac Wolfson. Lord Wolfson was educated at Kings School, Worcester, and holds Honorary Fellowships at several Oxford Colleges including Wolfson Colleges at both Cambridge and Oxford, and Honorary degrees from many UK and Israeli Universities. 

Lord Wolfson’s support for UCT through his Foundation reflects his belief in UCT’s role in scientific and medical education and research, and its unique role within Africa. His support contributed to the Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular Medicine building, where the third centre of the ICGEB is housed. Lord Wolfson is a Fellow of the Royal Society and a Fellow of the British Academy. The award of an honorary degree would make Lord Wolfson a member of the University and be appropriate recognition of Lord Wolfson's achievements and the impact he has made on the University of Cape Town as well as on higher education more broadly. 
UCT will award five more honorary degrees in June and December this year to Advocate George Bizos, Dr. Eric Goemaere, Professor Claire Palley, Dr. Lillian Cingo and Professor Jonathan Dorfan.  

· George Bizos, who will be a recipient of the degree of Doctor of Laws (LLD) honoris causa, has had a long and distinguished career as an advocate. Bizos will be awarded the honorary degree by UCT on 13 June 2008. He is a member of the Judicial Services Commission. He sits on the bench of the Johannesburg High Court and continues to be a passionate advocate for human rights. Among others, he has received the Order for Meritorious Service Class 2 Medal bestowed on him by former national President, Nelson Mandela, and the Duma Nokwe Human Rights and Democracy Award. 
· Dr. Eric Goemaere will be awarded with a Doctor of Science (Med) honoris causa, on 13 June 2008. Having come to South Africa in August of 1999 to initiate the first comprehensive HIV treatment programme in the primary care public health sector in Khayelitsha, funded by Medecins Sans Frontieres, he forged strong relationships with the School of Public Health and Family Medicine at UCT. He is co-founder of the Joint Civil Society Monitoring Forum which monitors the implementation of the national HIV/AIDS care policy. He is a member of national advisory group on multi-drug resistant tuberculosis. 
· UCT will award Dr. Lillian Cingo with a Doctor of Social Science degree, honoris causa, at a graduation ceremony on 13 June 2008. Lilian Cingo has over a period of almost 50 years used her professional training as a nurse to serve communities with distinction, dedication and dignity and so to become a role model and beacon of light in the health sector in South Africa. Her extensive health service work has had a great impact on isolated communities through the services provided by the Transnet-Phelophepa Health Care Train since 1995, and which she continues to manage in her seventieth year.
· Born in South Africa, Professor Claire Palley was the first woman to be Law Professor in the UK and the Dean of a Law School. UCT will award her with a Doctor of Laws (LLD) honoris causa in December this year. Claire Palley graduated LLB from UCT in 1952, after completing her BA in Constitutional Law in 1950. She became the first woman in the United Kingdom to be appointed as a professor of law, and as a dean of law. Her writings are concerned with constitutional and human rights issues. She has made detailed examinations of the constitutional position of Northern Ireland, Rhodesia, South Africa and Cyprus and is now recognised as a leading international authority on these countries. 
· Professor Jonathan Dorfan will be a recipient of a Doctor of Science, honoris causa. Prof Dorfan will be awarded the honorary degree during the December graduations. As Stanford Linear Accelerator Centre (SLAC) director, Dorfan managed the most important transition in the history of the laboratory. Traditionally a single-purpose particle physics research centre, SLAC has become a multi-programme laboratory, whose largest programme in 2009 will be in Photon Science. 
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“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”
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