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Phyllis Spira 
Phyllis Spira was an integral part of the dance scene at the University of Cape Town for almost forty years. 

The CAPAB Ballet, its predecessor, the University of Cape Town Ballet Co and its successor, the CAPE TOWN CITY BALLET, have shared facilities with the UCT School of Dance for 74 years. “As a member of the CAPAB Ballet Co and their Principal Ballerina from 1968 to 1988, Phyllis was an inspiration to all the students in the School, giving them an insight into the rigours of a professional dancer’s daily routine and encouraging them to achieve ever greater excellence in their own studies,” said Dr. Franklin Larey, Interim Director at the UCT School of Dance. 

As the CAPAB Ballet’s Principal Ballet Mistress from 1988 to 1997, she was able to develop individual talent in the Co and identify aspiring professional dancers from within the School.

On her retirement from CAPAB, Phyllis’s role as a dance educator broadened with her work on the DANCE for ALL Training Programme, administered jointly with her husband, Philip Boyd. In recent years, Phyllis was again back at the School with the dancers of the DANCE for ALL Youth Company, of which she was the Assistant Artistic Director, when they teamed up with the CAPE TOWN CITY BALLET in a number of collaborative programmes.

“With her incisive insight into the requirements of the profession, she has mentored and guided many dancers into fruitful and satisfying careers. Her presence will be greatly missed in all spheres of classical ballet in Cape Town,” Dr. Larey added. 

UCT Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Professor Njabulo S. Ndebele conveyed a message of condolences to the family and friends of Spira, on behalf of the UCT community and dance colleagues. “UCT is deeply saddened by her untimely death. She was an inspiration to our institution and the community at large. We send our heartfelt sympathies to her family and friends, as well as to the local dance community”.  
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