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Media Release




                          26 February 2008 
UCT consults public about commemoration of historic slave burial ground 
The University of Cape Town held its second meeting in its public consultation process about its proposed development near the Rustenburg burial site. The site is the final resting place of slaves who worked the farms along the Liesbeeck River in the 17th and 18th centuries. The land UCT now occupies what was once the Rustenberg farm, and stretched from the present Main Road to the Summer House beneath the freeway. 

Today, the site lies immediately next to and partially underneath All Africa House, built in 1996, before the burial ground was identified as such. It is thought that the human remains have long since been removed, but there are no records that can shed any light on when or where to. 

An archival study commissioned by the University on the burial ground notes that, “the burial ground is repeatedly referred to as a slave cemetery, and not by any other association. It was overgrown and neglected by the late 19th Century, and was no longer in use by 1895”. The study also notes that, “the burial ground has not been visible above ground level since approximately 1930 (between 1927 and 1934) when the university built tennis courts on the site.” 

As required by the South African Heritage Resources Act, UCT has over the past two weekends sought comments from interested individuals and groups on the two new buildings that it hopes to put up in the area near the burial site. 
“The university is also looking for proposals on how to memorialise the site”, UCT’s Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Martin Hall emphasised. 
“The line of connection between UCT's middle campus in Rondebosch and Mowbray and the slave plantations of the 17th and 18th centuries remains largely unacknowledged,” he said. 

The two new buildings are in line with UCT’s plans to expand its campus to meet the demands of a growing body of students. 
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