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Media Release 






         27 February 2008 

President of University of Michigan presents lecture at UCT on the role on universities at the forefront of globalisation and cooperation
The Vice Chancellor and Principal of the University of Cape Town, Professor Njabulo S. Ndebele will host the President of the University of Michigan during his next Open Lecture taking place on Tuesday, 4 March 2008 at 13h00. The lecture will take place in Lecture Theatre 3 in the Kramer Law Building on Middle Campus. 
As Guest Speaker, Professor Mary Sue Coleman will present her lecture on the topic, “Expanding the role of Universities in a Shrinking World”. 

Regarded as a national spokesperson on the educational value of affirmative action and diverse perspectives in the classroom, Professor Coleman has led the University of Michigan since being appointed its president in August 2002. Under her leadership, the University has profited from many of her groundbreaking initiatives. One such initiative is the partnership with Google which will enable the public to search the text of the University’s 7 million volume library online and will open the way to universal access and the preservation of recorded human knowledge. Her leadership positions in higher education include having served on the Association of American Universities Executive Committee and the Internet2 Board of Directors. A biochemist, Coleman has been a member or chair of scientific review panels for the American National Institutes of Health, the National Science Foundation, the Burroughs-Wellcome Fund, and the editorial board of the Journal of Biological Chemistry. She is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and of the American Academy of Arts and Science. She co-chaired a major policy study of the Institute of Medicine, examining the consequences of uninsurance, and has become a nationally recognised expert on the issue.  
In her lecture, Coleman will address the role of universities at the forefront of globalisation and cooperation, with a focus on collaborations among universities using their diverse perspectives to encourage the sort of cross-fertilization that is the basis of creativity and innovation. 
“We aspire to promote scholarly exchange, collaborative projects and annual rotating colloquia on subjects of social science and the humanities. By drawing on multiple perspectives, we aspire to build new pathways to knowledge about who we are as people and as nations. In this rapidly changing world, we have never had so much to learn from one another.” 
Coleman added that, “For the great public universities to thrive in a rapidly evolving environment, we must forge the connections and the mutual understanding that can allow our citizens, and our nations, to flourish.  It is both an exhilarating and daunting challenge. The more our students can draw from the world, the better they can contribute to their communities. We want this expanse of intellectual and clinical activity to grow and flourish, for the benefit of South Africans and Americans alike.” 
Members of the media are invited to attend the Vice-Chancellor’s Open Lecture. Please indicate your attendance by sending an e-mail to: 

bongani.kona@inl.co.za 

For further media queries, please contact Dineo Noganta at 021 – 650 5674.  
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“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”
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