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UCT to award six honorary degrees in 2008
The University of Cape Town will be awarding six honorary degrees this year, to recognise people whose work has distinguished them as significant in their fields of specialty. These degrees will be conferred during the June and December graduation ceremonies at UCT. 
The honorary recipients are Advocate George Bizos, Lord Leonard Wolfson, Dr. Eric Goemaere, Professor Claire Palley, Dr. Lillian Cingo and Professor Jonathan Dorfan.  
Vice-Chancellor and Principal of UCT, Professor Njabulo S. Ndebele said honorary degrees aim to recognise outstanding work by committed and dedicated leaders in various fields. “These honorary recipients have and continue to contribute selflessly to the building of better societies in the social and economic areas, as well as areas of academia. With these awards, we not only recognise them but applaud them for their exemplary and sterling contributions”, Prof. Ndebele stated. 

These recipients are proudly added to UCT’s list of honorary degrees. 

George Bizos, who will be a recipient of the degree of Doctor of Laws (LLD) honoris causa, has had a long and distinguished career as an advocate. His legal practice and record is synonymous with the struggle against apartheid; and has had to wage his own very personal struggle against prejudice, one that is well known to any immigrant to this country.  

Bizos acted as an advocate in the 1950s for Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo’s law firm long before Tambo escaped into exile and Mandela went on trial. He is credited with helping craft Mandela’s impassioned plea to the court, which is not only one of the best known of any court case, but is also widely agreed to have swayed the judge from passing the death sentence upon Mandela. He became the best known struggle counsel between the 1960s and 1990s, and represented many prominent South Africans. He has a proven track record in South Africa’s democratic transition and has built an illustrious career on defending victims of apartheid and human rights abuses. He made significant contributions to the constitutional negotiations in the early 1990s.  

He has been an extraordinarily principled member of the Judicial Services Commission. He sits on the bench of the Johannesburg High Court and continues to be a passionate advocate for human rights, and his life’s work represents the best of persistent and dogged adherence to human rights. Among others, he has received the Duma Nokwe Human Rights and Democracy Award. 

George Bizos’ autobiography, Odyssey to Freedom, was published early 2007. 

Confirmation of the graduation date for Bizos’ honorary conferment will be communicated in due course. 

UCT will award Lord Leonard Wolfson the degree of Doctor of Science (DSc) honoris causa on 14 May 2008. Lord Wolfson is the founding trustee and current Chairman of the Wolfson Foundation which was founded in the United Kingdom in 1955. Through the Foundation, he has had a significant impact in supporting areas of higher education, and medical and scientific research in the United Kingdom, Israel and South Africa. 
Born in 1927, he joined Great Universal Stores, a company built up in the early part of the 20th Century by his father, Sir Isaac Wolfson. Lord Wolfson was educated at Kings School, Worcester, and holds Honorary Fellowships at several Oxford Colleges including Wolfson Colleges at both Cambridge and Oxford, and Honorary degrees from many UK and Israeli Universities. 
Lord Wolfson’s support for UCT through his Foundation reflects his belief in UCT’s role in scientific and medical education and research, and its unique role within Africa. His support contributed to the Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular Medicine building, where the third centre of the ICGEB is housed. Lord Wolfson is a Fellow of the Royal Society and a Fellow of the British Academy. The award of an honorary degree would make Lord Wolfson a member of the University and be appropriate recognition of Lord Wolfson's achievements and the impact he has made on the University of Cape Town as well as on higher education more broadly. 
Dr. Eric Goemaere will be awarded a Doctor of Science (Med) honoris causa on 13 June 2008. 

Having come to South Africa in August of 1999 to initiate the first comprehensive HIV treatment programme in the primary care public health sector in Khayelitsha, funded by Medecins Sans Frontieres, he forged strong relationships with the School of Public Health and Family Medicine at UCT. 

Since the beginning of the programme in Khayelitsha, Dr. Goemaere has initiated and sustained a comprehensive training programme for Primary Health Care staff. About 80 nurses have been trained to date, contributing to the roll-out policy in the Western Cape, Eastern Cape and Free State. He is a member of the provincial AIDS task team. He is co-founder of the Joint Civil Society Monitoring Forum which monitors the implementation of the national HIV/AIDS care policy. He is a member of national advisory group on multi-drug resistant tuberculosis. He is co-initiator and lecturer of a Master of Public Health course, “Developing Models of Integrated Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Services within Primary Care Settings” at the University of Witwatersrand. 

Dr. Goemaere has acted as an advisor to the World Health Organisation on several occasions on issues including access to cheaper drugs for tuberculosis and comprehensive care for HIV/AIDS in resource-strained settings. 

Dr. Goemaere has an MSc in Economics with special focus on macro-economics, a Doctorate in Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics from Leuven University in Belgium, and a Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene from the Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp. He has 20 years of experience in the fields of medicine, public health and humanitarian aid, with significant local, national and international strategic planning experience.  
Born in South Africa, Professor Claire Palley was the first woman to be Law Professor in the UK and the Dean of a Law School. UCT will award her with a Doctor of Laws (LLD) honoris causa in December this year. Claire Palley graduated LLB from UCT in 1952, after completing her BA in Constitutional Law in 1950. In 1965 she obtained her PhD from the University of London.  She has an MA from the University of Oxford (1984) and an LLD, honoris causa, from Queen’s University, Belfast in 1991.  She began her academic career as a lecturer in law at the University College of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (1960 – 1965). After leaving Rhodesia, Claire Palley moved on to a distinguished career as academic, filling major leadership roles in academic life. She started at Queen’s University, Belfast as a lecturer in 1966, became a reader in 1967, and in 1970, professor in public law. Between 1971 and 1973 she was Dean of the Faculty of Law at Queen’s University. In 1974 she became Master of Darwin College, University of Kent at Canterbury, and from 1984 to 1991 was the Principal of St. Anne’s College, Oxford. In achieving these appointments she became the first woman in the United Kingdom to be appointed as a professor of law, and as a dean of law. In doing so, she pioneered the way for women in academic law in a profession known for its conservatism. 

Claire Palley’s writings are concerned with constitutional and human rights issues. She has made detailed examinations of the constitutional position of Northern Ireland, Rhodesia, South Africa and Cyprus and is now recognised as a leading international authority on these countries. She has been Constitutional Adviser to the Republic of Cyprus (from 1980 to 1994; she was re-appointed in 1999). She was also a member of the Lord Chancellor's Advisory Committee on Legal Education and Conduct, a trustee and council member of the Minority Rights Group from 1976 to 1994 and the UK representative on the United Nations sub-commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities from 1988 to 1998. 
UCT will also award Ms. Lillian Cingo a Doctor of Social Science degree, honoris causa. Her graduation will take place on the 13th of June 2008. 
Born in 1938, Lilian Cingo is a dedicated health professional who has integrated her vocation in nursing with an ever increasing focus on community development. Her extensive health service work has had a great impact on isolated communities through the services provided by the Transnet-Phelophepa Health Care Train since 1995, and which she continues to manage in her seventieth year.  
The Transnet-Phelophepa Health Care Train provides health care to some of the poorest communities in South Africa. It is a truly national service, as each year since it became operational in 1994, the train travels to different provinces. This service improves accessibility by virtue of being mobile and provides to all irrespective of race or political affiliation. 
Lilian Cingo trained as a Registered General Nurse in the Moraka Mission Hospital in Thaba Nchu between 1956 and 1959, and as a midwife at the McCord Zulu Hospital in Durban in 1960 -1961. Later, while in the United Kingdom she did postgraduate courses in neurosurgical and neurological nursing, and tropical medicine nursing. She obtained an MSc in Psychological Counselling in 1991 from Roehampton Institute (in conjunction with the University of Surrey). After qualifying in 1961, she worked as a senior staff nurse at Rietfontein and Baragwanath Hospitals. She left South Africa in 1966 and worked in various hospitals in London until mid-1994 when she returned home. In 1995 she became the manager of the Phelophepa Health Care Train. 
Her commitment to the development of communities in which she works and lives is long standing both in the United Kingdom during the years 1966 and 1994, and after her return to South Africa in 1994.  Her awards, among many, include an honorary degree of Doctor of Public Service from Willamette University, Salem USA (2001). Lilian Cingo has over a period of almost 50 years used her professional training as a nurse to serve communities with distinction, dedication and dignity and so to become a role model and beacon of light in the health sector in South Africa. 
Professor Jonathan Dorfan will be a recipient of a Doctor of Science, honoris causa. Prof. Dorfan obtained a BSc degree in physics and applied mathematics in 1969 from UCT, and later obtained a PhD in experimental particle physics from the University of California, Irvine. Upon acquiring his doctorate in 1976, Dorfan joined the Stanford Linear Accelerator Centre (SLAC) as a postdoc, and two year later as a staff scientist. He was promoted to Associate Professor in 1984, full professor in 1989 and associate director in 1994. As SLAC director, Dorfan managed the most important transition in the history of the laboratory. Traditionally a single-purpose particle physics research centre, SLAC has become a multi-programme laboratory, whose largest programme in 2009 will be in Photon Science. 
Dorfan is a Fellow of the American Association of Arts and Sciences and the American Physical Society. He has served on the APS Division of Particles and Fields Executive Board, the High-Energy Physics Advisory Panel, among others. He currently serves on many advisory and oversight boards including, the Board of Governors of the Weizmann Institute, the Scientific Advisory Board, and the International Committee for Future Accelerators. 
Prof Dorfan will be awarded the honorary degree during the December graduations. 
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“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”
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