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December 2007 graduations at UCT
The University of Cape Town will see about 4500 students obtaining their academic qualifications during graduations next week, as of Monday, the 10th until Friday, the 14th of December 2007. Graduations take place at UCT’s Upper Campus Jameson Hall. 
This series of graduations will also see six key figures receiving honorary doctorate degrees from UCT, including Nobel Peace Laureate and Burmese democratic leader, Aung San Suu Kyi (Doctor of Laws honoris causa); the retired senior member of the Judicial Committee of the House of Lords, Lord Steyn (Doctor of Laws honoris causa); local Writers and Theatre Directors David Kramer (Doctor of Literature honoris causa) and the late Taliep Petersen (Doctor of Literature honoris causa), Engineering Scientist Professor Mark Dry (Doctor of Science in Engineering honoris causa) and Earth Scientist Professor George Philander (Doctor of Science honoris causa). 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Professor Njabulo S. Ndebele, says: “Apart from being added to UCT’s long list of honorary graduates, we award these honorary degrees to recognise people whose work has distinguished them as leaders in their fields. We honour them for their endless and dedicated work in contributing to the building of a better world.” 
On Suu Kyi’s recognition by UCT, Professor Ndebele says, “We honour her for her commitment to the freedom of her country’s people, her selflessness, sheer strength and for being a symbol of determination. We recognise her today, the 10th of December, appropriately on International Human Rights Day”. Suu Kyi’s degree will be accepted on her behalf by fellow Nobel Peace Laureate, Emeritus Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a steadfast international voice supporting the democratic movement in Burma. 
UCT will confer qualifications to about 4 483 students, with Faculty of Humanities having the highest number of graduates at 1350, followed by the Faculty of Commerce (including the Graduate School of Business) with about 1327, and the Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment with 687 – this December will see over 300 new engineers graduate. 
Of these 4 483 graduates, 4 are senior doctorates (awarded for substantial and original contribution to knowledge via work published over a period of years), 78 doctorates, about 282 Master’s degrees, 677 Honours degrees, 169 are MBChB’s (Bachelor of Medicine & Bachelor of Surgery) and over 2 600 are Bachelor degrees.  
Graduation is the highlight of the university calendar when undergraduate and postgraduate students receive their degrees and diplomas. Congratulating the students, the Vice-Chancellor says, “Graduation is an exciting and memorable time for both parents and students, and it is an opportunity for the university to reward academic achievements. With the significant challenges facing our communities in South Africa, Africa and elsewhere in the world, UCT contributes significantly to the provision of skills and training needed to address these challenges. Our graduands enter the world with qualifications and attributes to assume leadership roles in areas that uplift and improve the lives of people. We are proud of them all.” 
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MEDIA NOTICE

· Members of the media are invited to attend all the graduation ceremonies. 

· Please indicate your attendance for each ceremony by sending an e-mail to dineo.noganta@uct.ac.za , or by contacting Dineo Noganta at +27 (0)21 650 5674. 

· Media can access UCT graduation stories from http://www.uct.ac.za/students/graduation/news/ 


“OUR MISSION is to be an outstanding teaching and research university, educating for life and addressing the challenges facing our society.”
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