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18 March 2020

UCT COVID-19 expert list

The following academics at the University of Cape Town can be contacted by the media

for comment on the COVID-19 pandemic and how it affects various sectors.

Name

Area of expertise

Contact details

Medical Virology and Pathology

Associate Professor Diana

Viral infections in immuno-

diana.hardie@uct.ac.za

Hardie compromised patients and the 021 404-5201
Division of Medical immuno-pathogenesis of viral
Virology infections.

Dr Marvin Hsiao

Division of Medical
Virology and Groote
Schuur Complex of the
National Health Laboratory
Service (NHLS)

Virological diagnostics, health
systems related to laboratories,
molecular assay evaluation,
interest in epidemiology and
diagnostic research.

marvin.hsiao@nhls.ac.za

Epidemiology/contact tracing

Dr Leigh Johnson

Centre for Infectious
Disease Epidemiology and
Research

Epidemiologist and actuary,
modelling of HIV and other
infectious diseases

Leigh.Johnson@uct.ac.za
021 406-6981

Public Health and Family

Medicine

Associate Professor Susan
Cleary

School of Public Health
and Family Medicine

Health economics, including:
Ethical decision-making during
times of scarcity

Health systems capacity issues
Health system costs.

susan.cleary@uct.ac.za
021 406-6755

Associate Professor Mary-
Ann Davies

Centre for Infectious
Disease Epidemiology and
Research

Public Health Medicine
Specialist, socio-behavioural and
health systems research, clinical
epidemiology of paediatric
infectious diseases especially
HIV, as well as evaluation and
surveillance of antiretroviral
therapy (ART)

mary-ann.davies@uct.ac.za
021 406-6051
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Education

Associate Professor Dick

Ng'ambi
School of Education

Mobile learning, emerging
technologies in education,
emerging digital practices, ICT
integration into practice, social
learning, online learning,
transformative pedagogies,
knowledge production, Open
Education Resources and Design
Based Research.

dick.ngambi@uct.ac.za
021 650-4760

Healthcare financing

Shiva Ranchod
Division of Actuarial
Science

Healthcare financing; hospital
applications of operations
research; healthcare quality
measurement; risk-adjustment
mechanisms in healthcare.

shivani@percept.co.za

Marketing/consumer behaviour

Dr James Lappeman
UCT Liberty Institute of
Strategic Marketing

Marketing/consumer behaviour
(excessive stock piling).

j.lappeman@uct.ac.za

Public Transport

Professor Marianne
Vanderschuren,
Department of Civil
Engineering

Road safety, public transport,
transport planning and
engineering, international land-
use/transport comparison
studies, transport policy
evaluation studies, transport,
the environment and
sustainability impact studies,
traffic analysis, social inclusion
and economic effects, and
intelligent transport systems.

Marianne.vanderschuren@uct.ac.za
021 650 2593

Prof Mark Zuidgeest,
Department of Civil
Engineering

Transport in developing
countries, transport-related
social exclusion, (public)
transport network design,
location — allocation
optimisation, walkability
assessment and climate change,
cities and transport.

mark.zuidgeest@uct.ac.za
021 650-4756
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