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UCT graduation: celebrating success and honouring excellence 

Over 5200 to graduate in 14 ceremonies; Justice Mokgoro and Prof 
O’Connell to be honoured, Lewis Pugh and Zapiro among speakers 

The University of Cape Town will cap approximately 5 228 students in 14 graduation 
ceremonies, which got underway this morning and will be held until 11 April 2018.  

Over the 14 ceremonies, 67 doctoral degrees will be conferred and two honorary 
doctorates will be awarded to Justice Yvonne Mokgoro and Professor Brian O’Connell.  

Mr Lewis Pugh, world-renowned ocean swimmer and ocean activist, will speak at this 
afternoon’s ceremony at 14:00 as the first in a line-up of inspirational speakers planned.  

Professor O’Connell, former Vice-Chancellor of the University of the Western Cape who 
was instrumental in turning the university into a leading research institution, will receive 
an honorary degree in education. He will speak at the 10:00 ceremony on 4 April, while 
later on the same day Director of the Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular 
Medicine and former L'Oréal-UNESCO Awardee for Women in Science, Professor Valerie 
Mizrahi, will speak at 14:00. 

On 5 April, Professor Mark New, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Climate Change and Director of 
the African Climate and Development Initiative; and Dr Sophia Kisting-Cairncross, 
Executive Director of the National Institute for Occupational Health in South Africa and 
former United Nations director of HIV/AIDS in the workplace, will speak at the 10:00 
and 15:00 ceremonies respectively.  

Acclaimed South African cartoonist Mr Jonathan Shapiro, also known as ‘Zapiro’, will 
address graduates at the 10:00 ceremony on 6 April, followed by Mr Manglin Pillay, CEO 
of the South African Institution of Civil Engineering, who will speak at 14:00.  

Justice Mokgoro, a distinguished legal scholar and former Constitutional Court judge, 
will speak on 7 April at the 18:00 ceremony where she will be conferred an honorary 
degree in law.   
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All ceremonies are open to members of the media. 
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