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UCT current affairs commentary expert list

(Informal settlement upgrading, Decolonisation of higher education, SASSA, MOOCs)

The following academics at the University of Cape Town are available for commentary on

current affairs.

Name

Area of expertise

Contact details

Informal settlement upgrading

Mr Michael Louw, Senior
Lecturer: School of
Architecture, Planning
and Geomatics; Project
leader for the annual
Imizamo Yethu design-
build project

Architecture, technology,
informal settlement upgrading.

Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za
Tel: 021 650 5671

Decolonisation of higher education

Prof Penelope Andrews,
Dean: Faculty of Law

International human rights law,
comparative constitutional law,
gender and racial equality, and
the judiciary.

The UCT Faculty of Law
launched a seminar series on 13
March, which is aimed at
decolonising the legal arena.

Email: thami.nkwanyane@uct.ac.za
Tel: 021 650 5672

Dr Kasturi Behari-Leak,
Academic Staff
Development Lecturer:
Centre for Higher
Education Development

Social justice, transformative
staff development and
curriculum change.

Dr Behari-Leak is a member of
UCT’s Curriculum Change
Working Group, commissioned
by the Vice-Chancellor to
facilitate a process of curriculum
transformation across all
faculties and departments at
UCT.

Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za
Tel: 021 650 5671
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SASSA

Prof Eric Atmore, Adjunct
Associate Professor:
Department of Social
Development

Social policy and
management, social and
economic development, non-
profit organisations, early
childhood development, social
policy, funding and resource
mobilisation

Email: sino.mdunjeni@uct.ac.za
Tel: 021 650 4976

The role of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in higher education

Prof Laura Czerniewicz,
Director: Centre for
Innovation in Learning
and Teaching (CILT)

MOOQCs, online education,
teaching and learning

Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za

Tel: 021 650 5671

Ms Sukaina Walji, Project
Manager for the CILT
MOOC Implementation
Team

Online learning design, MOOCs
and research communications

Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za

Tel: 021 650 5671

Prof Anusuya Chinsamy-
Turan, Dept. of Biological
Sciences; Convenor of
Extinctions: Past and
Present MOOC

Palaeobiology, palaeontology,
biology, vertebrate evolution and
bone microstructure (histology)

Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za

Tel: 021 650 5671

South Africa’s first syste

mic risk ranking

Mr Qobolwakhe Dube,
African Institute of
Financial Markets and
Risk Management
(AIFMRM)

Statistics, financial economics,
econometrics, quantitative
finance

Co-designer of the SA Financial
Institution Systemic Risk
Ranking

Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za

Tel: 021 650 5671

Mr Trésor Kaya, African
Institute of Financial
Markets and Risk
Management (AIFMRM)

International economics,
macroeconomics, financial
economics, quantitative finance

Co-designer of the SA Financial
Institution Systemic Risk
Ranking

Email: jessica.loizides@uct.ac.za

Tel: 021 650 5671

Resurrection plants

Prof Jill Farrant,
Professor: Dept. of

Molecular & Cell Biology

Drought tolerant plants and
crops; Plant responses to water
deficit stress

(drought/desiccation tolerance)

Email: sino.mdunjeni@uct.ac.za
Tel: 021 650 4976
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